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The Alphabet of Arabic Calligraphy in the First Century of Hijra:
Toward an Aesthetic Perspective

Abdullah Futyni*

Abstract

This study aims to examine the alphabet of Arabic script in the first century
AH. through an analysis of the Madinan (Hijaz1) script in both its angular
and cursive forms, highlighting its status as the aesthetic origin of all Arabic
scripts. It traces the script’s development from its Nabataean roots and
investigates its role in the writing of the earliest Qur’anic codices, papyri,
and early Islamic inscriptions, while also providing a formal and aesthetic
analysis of its distinctive structural and visual features, employing a range
of complementary research methods. The study concludes that the Madinan
script predates the Kufic script both chronologically and artistically, and
that the claim regarding the primacy of Kufic script and its alleged
derivation from Syriac writing lacks scientific accuracy. The study proposes
proportional and aesthetic ratios for the letters of the Madinan script that
facilitate its application in contemporary Arabic calligraphy and graphic
design. The findings underscore the need to reconsider the history of the
development of Arabic script and to highlight the cultural significance of
the Hijaz region in its emergence and artistic and aesthetic evolution.

Keywords: Medinan script, Hijazi script, Kufic script, calligraphic
aesthetics, golden ratio

* Professor of Arabic Calligraphy and Islamic Arts, Umm Al-Qura University, Saudi
Arabia, drfutiny@gmail.com.
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Arabic Didactic Poetry and its Role in Preserving and Teaching Local
Languages: A Study of Ajami Manuscript Models from Timbuktu

Abdoul Karim Hamadou*

Abstract

This study examines two rare manuscripts (No. 2457 and No. 27538)
preserved at the Ahmed Baba Institute of Higher Studies and Islamic
Research in Timbuktu. These manuscripts contain didactic poems in which
Arabic words are matched with their Songhay equivalents in a poetic and
pedagogical framework. The research highlights how Arabic poetry
transcended its aesthetic function to become a vehicle for knowledge
transmission, language documentation, and education. Using a descriptive
and philological approach, the study sheds light on this creative use of
Arabic didactic poetry and on the spirit of cultural openness that
characterized Islamic civilization in Africa. The Arabic language, in this
context, played a vital role in safeguarding and teaching local languages not
as a tool of domination, but as a bridge fostering communication, mutual
understanding, and shared knowledge.

Keywords: Didactic poetry, language teaching, Arabic manuscripts, Ajami
manuscripts, Songhay language
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Tabelbala and Siwa (PhD thesis., SOAS, University of London, 2011).
2 See: Hamadou, Enseignement bi-plurilingue dans les médersas au Mali, p.112.
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The Trajectory of Women in the Field of Arabic Language and Literature
Abdul Razak Al Saadi*

Abstract

This study aims to uncover the status of women in the fields of Arabic
language and literature, tracing their academic presence across different eras
and analyzing the nature of their participation in various linguistic disciplines.
The study employs both descriptive and historical methodologies to
document women's contributions in areas such as grammar, rhetoric, prosody,
calligraphy, poetry, prose, and criticism, and to compare these contributions
with the documented achievements of male figures and pioneers of
grammatical, linguistic, and literary schools. The findings indicate that women
have made significant contributions to the service of the Arabic language, both
historically and in contemporary times, as evidenced by their poetic
expressions and their roles in teaching, writing, and supervision. However, the
heritage sources do not record any linguistic opinions or theories attributed to
women that represent a school or doctrine in the language, in contrast to the
establishment and codification attributed to men. The study highlights the
emergence of women in the fields of literature, both in poetry and prose, as
well as criticism, particularly in elegy, along with a growing contemporary
presence of women in linguistic activities within universities and scientific
institutions. Consequently, the study suggests the necessity of enhancing
women's participation in linguistic research, empowering them in academic
positions, and encouraging their contributions to conferences and linguistic
assemblies, thereby fostering a balanced linguistic awareness that highlights
the true status of women in Arabic linguistic studies.

Keywords: Arabic studies, linguistics, women, Arabic literature
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The Muridi Experience in the Service of the Arabic Language:
An Analytical Review of the Factors and Manifestations

Abdoulahad Lo*

Abstract

This study examines the pioneering role of the Muridi order in serving the
Arabic language in Senegal, highlighting the factors that have made Arabic
an integral component of the Murids’ spiritual and scholarly identity. Since
its establishment by Cheikh Ahmad Bamba Mbakke, Arabic has become a
principal medium for carrying his reformist project and a central means for
renewing the understanding of religion and disseminating its teachings. The
founding cheikh’s concern for Arabic was grounded in a profound religious
and civilizational vision, through which he linked the learning of Arabic to
the very revival of religion itself. This vision was manifested in his linguistic
choices, his abundant poetic and prose production, and his establishment of
educational institutions in which the Arabic sciences constituted a core part of
the curriculum. His influence was further reflected in his disciples, who
preserved and promoted Arabic through authorship, commentary, teaching,
and literary creativity. Employing a descriptive methodology, the study
concludes that the Muridi order has offered a distinctive model in
transforming Arabic into a comprehensive civilizational project that goes
beyond education and preaching to encompass the construction of cultural
and spiritual identity. It also affirms that supporting Muridi efforts contributes
to consolidating the status of Arabic in Senegal and across Africa and forms
part of a broader project aimed at safeguarding the Arabic language and
enhancing its role in religious and intellectual revival.

Keywords: Muridi order, religious reform, cultural identity, educational curricula
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The Term in the Doha Historical Dictionary of Arabic Language:
The Root (jamada) as a Model

Mogbel al-Tam al-Ahmadi*

Abstract

The Doha Historical Dictionary is distinguished by its systematic
documentation of Arabic lexical items from the earliest stages of their
attestation in inscriptions and texts, as well as the changes that have occurred in
their formal structures and meanings within their textual contexts, tracing the
chronological trajectory of this development. This study aims to investigate the
presence of technical terminology in this dictionary through an examination of
the entry (j-m-d) as an applied case study that enables the tracking of terms
within a single lexical entry and the analysis of the specialized domains to
which they belong. Employing a descriptive methodology, the study follows
the terminological records associated with this entry, classifies them according
to their terminological fields, and then analyzes the degree of representation of
each field in terms of the number of records and their significance. This
approach contributes to highlighting the status of terminology in the Doha
Historical Dictionary and assessing its degree of presence in comparison with
general lexical items, their derivatives, and everyday vocabulary. It also
elucidates the dictionary’s treatment of technical terms, particularly with regard
to definitions that adhere to lexicographical craftsmanship rather than
encyclopedic exposition. The findings indicate that technical terms constitute
no more than (7%) of the total components of the selected entry, a proportion
that is consistent with the nature of derivation and the commonly attested
meanings of the root. The results further reveal diversity in the terminological
domains represented, encompassing (7) fields comprising (26) records. This
demonstrates a substantive presence of terminology in the dictionary and
reflects the editors’ awareness of the importance of this dimension in
documenting the semantic development of the Arabic language.

Keywords: Terminology, lexicography, lexemes, historical dictionary,
Doha dictionary
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The Methodology of the Sharjah Historical Dictionary and its Impact on
the Formation of Terminological Facts: A Descriptive and Critical Review

Alakhdar Alakhdari*

Abstract

This study addresses lexicographical reading in terms of its categories and
operative keys that facilitate the precise regulation of terminology according
to a scientific method adopted by discerning scholars and rational thinkers.
Through this approach, disciplines may be introduced with an acceptable
degree of methodological independence, enabling the clarification of
concepts, the formulation of conditions and parameters, and the completion of
disciplinary structures in terms of their methodologies and terminologies. It is
an approach to which schools of thought and intellectual traditions have
devoted sustained attention. One of the central problematics addressed in this
study is the tendency to aggregate diverse sciences within a single framework
despite their differing doctrinal, linguistic, and discursive premises.
Accordingly, the study begins by delineating the conventional and functional
distinctions among terms, with a view to uncovering and conceptualizing
their intended meanings, while adhering to the stages of critically examining
their underlying causes. Attention is also given to illustrative exemplification
in order to determine the nature of the consequences that arise from
theoretical construction. All of this is pursued through a descriptive—critical
methodology grounded in multiple analytical considerations.

Keywords: Reading, lexicography, terminology, linguistic usage, historical
dictionary
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The Rhetoric of Omission (/ktifa’): in the Poetry of Abu al-Hasan al-
Bakharzi (467H.)

Mostafa Alyousef Aldayeh*

Abstract

Iktifa’ (Omission) is a rhetorical device that contributes to shaping the
aesthetics of linguistic structure and indicates the poet’s skill and expressive
capacity in conveying the implicit dimensions of discourse and revealing his
poetic experience. This device is closely connected to the organization of
speech, insofar as what is explicitly stated suffices in place of what is
omitted, which can be understood from the contextual flow of the discourse,
without violating grammatical rules and constraints or neglecting
considerations of elegance and rhetorical effectiveness. This rhetorical
practice appears in several forms identified by classical rhetoricians in their
works. The poet al-Bakharzi - one of the poets of the Seljuk period - was
particularly devoted to this device, employing it frequently in his poetry and
in a variety of forms. These include ellipsis through the omission of a word,
such as omitting the apodosis of a conditional sentence; relying solely on
the use of a conditional particle to imply both the protasis and its apodosis;
omitting a governed (genitive) noun; and omitting part of a word. Such
usages serve to demonstrate the poet’s rhetorical mastery and cultural
sophistication, while also inviting the reader to participate in interpreting
and reconstructing the omitted elements within a single, coherent linguistic
structure.

Keywords: al-Bakharzi, rhetoric, omission, structure, context
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“Izhar al-Asrar fi al-Nahw” by al-Birkaw1 (981AH): A Study of its
Classification, Epistemological Structure, and Comparison with
Selected Grammatical Texts

Muhannad Omar Rannah*

Abstract

This study examines the work “Izhar al-Asrar fi al-Nahw” by Imam al-Birkaw1
as a pedagogical grammatical model belonging to the Ottoman school. The work
is distinguished by its tripartite organization; al-'amil (the governing
element), al-ma ‘miil (the governed element), and al-i rab (inflection). The study
seeks to analyze this structure in terms of its content, its internal logic of
arrangement, and the extent to which it is connected to a systematic
epistemological vision in conceptualizing grammatical rules. Adopting a
descriptive methodology, the study traces the internal structure of the book,
analyzes the sequencing of its chapters, and compares it with the organization
prevalent in other grammatical primers. The findings reveal that al-Birkawt’s
arrangement of grammatical topics is not based merely on facilitation or surface-
level organization; rather, it proceeds from a vision that takes the ‘@mil as the
point of departure for grammatical analysis, then moves to explicate its effect on
the ma ‘miil, and finally culminates in i 7a@b as the outward manifestation of this
relationship. In doing so, the work reflects an advanced understanding of the
structure of the Arabic sentence from a functional perspective. The study’s
results confirm that this tripartite arrangement represents a conscious attempt to
reconstruct the pedagogical entry point to grammar, departing from widely
adopted traditional classifications. This renders the text a significant example
worthy of scholarly attention, as it serves as evidence of a shift in the
methodology of grammatical composition during the Ottoman period.

Keywords: Grammar education, grammatical classification, grammatical
inflection, Ottoman school
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Alternative Educational Curricula in an Open World:
The Integrated Learning of Arabic as a Foreign Language
in Southeast Asian Countries

Kamarulzaman Abdul Ghani*

Abstract

In the age of globalization, there is an increasing need to master more than
one language, particularly in the context of foreign language learning.
Foreign language education - especially Arabic - faces unique challenges in
Southeast Asian countries that require the adoption of effective and
innovative methodologies. One such approach is Content and Language
Integrated Learning (CLIL), which combines the teaching of scientific
content with the learning of a foreign language simultaneously. This method
provides students with the opportunity to enhance their proficiency in the
foreign language while acquiring knowledge in a specific field. CLIL has
proven successful in several European countries and is increasingly applied
in language learning programs in Southeast Asia. In the context of learning
Arabic as a foreign language, a comprehensive applied model can be
proposed by adapting scientific content, such as jurisprudence, biography,
and hadith, which are taught in Arabic. The proposed model includes the
use of educational materials rich in both scientific and linguistic content,
along with practical exercises that focus on student interaction in Arabic. By
implementing this integrated curriculum, it is hoped that learning Arabic
will become more effective and motivating for students in Southeast Asia,
thereby enhancing their linguistic competencies and preparing them to face
the challenges of an interconnected and rapidly evolving world.

Keywords: CLIL, TAFL, content, multilingualism, T&L
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Matters, 2011).
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! See: S. D. Krashen, Principles and Practice in Second Language Acquisition (Pergamon
Press, 1982).

2 See: D. Coyle, “Supporting CLIL: The 4C Framework,” Educational Research and
Development Journal, 23(1), 1999, pp.45-58.
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!'See: Abdul Ghani, Pembelajaran Bersepadu Bahasa Arab CLIL.
2 See: D. Coyle, “The Language Tryptich: Integrating Language Learning in CLIL,”
International Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism, 10(5), 2007, pp.545-560.
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!'See: Ibid.
2 See: Coyle et al., CLIL: Content and Language Integrated Learning.
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! See: P. Ball, “Language and Content in CLIL,” CLIL Research Journal, 4(2), 2009, pp.21-39.
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! See: A. Alshammari, “The Role of CLIL in Teaching Arabic as a Foreign Language,”
Journal of Linguistics and Language Teaching, 8(1), 2020, pp.20-35.

2 See: R. Abdullah & M. Ismail, “Challenges in Learning Arabic Language among Southeast
Asian Student,” International Journal of Language Studies, 2020, 15(2), pp.45-60.
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! See: H. Yamat et al., “Developing Arabic Language Competency Through CLIL,”
International Journal of Educational Research, 9(4), 2021, pp.78-96.

2 See: Ibid.

3 Abdullah & Ismail, Challenges in Learning Arabic Language among Southeast Asian
Student, pp.45-60.
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!'See: Ibid.
2 See: Coyle et al., CLIL: Content and Language Integrated Learning.
3 See: Cenoz & Gorter, Multilingual Education.

ICESCO 2025 §Surens] ©



gote plle @ Al a3l falie 265

Gode Il slazely W) s (3 2l Slildl aSTee ) BLAYL dige
1 Sadly wedlly Lolsal) 815 Lgdogr gl 2l Jlamsol oo llal) K5 2
il 3L AV filwg 230 .5
Bgad gl ] Y SUBLE Raany Al oY) Bl algl el (65
e et o] B8 g g3 3 ) G gl adll) BSG Caedd sl
adilly eyl oVl (3 = pilly BESY) o e = S AW il
B b say gl Bl )l Sleladll & Blge B oZ dnall Al a1 LVl
2l Jardl g 3 00 330 5 last S A o ol 0 U] S
b AL A B gl sy chela ) Laslug) s ey
B Cus e send) GRa Loosng el B)lie RISOW 8T 0gfan 2k
s ol 3 mo STy gl ST 3 piam BT 840 a5 3 Lelaty i)
Dl s ioly dlama¥) g2 o Bals a agad Oh Blk Wi 1
3 oBlbazaly el 5st o35 Bhas 5 olan il (3 ARl Ub dagles Lyt
Ahodd! Olsl Yl o ds et BUEN S oMl 8y4STLI b dd-lal g
A3 g T B3 g Jys il 2l o i im0 0 o @
bt sl Al 2l len W) iy 10 BeliS by cradal) s e (1)
ark ) oS gl e e capadt ded) (I Lot el it 20
B Jlartl (ol mo di3lr ETP - O P S DO sl sl Al
UG adelad) V) Caby s 185 Ole) alall sluts] graly (3 dpndhed

!'See: D. Marsh, CLIL/EMILE: The European Dimension (European Commission, 2002).
2 See: D. Crystal, English as a Global Language (Cambridge University Press, 2003).

3 See: Byram, Teaching and Assessing Intercultural Communicative Competence.

4 See: Alshammari, The Role of CLIL in Teaching Arabic as a Foreign Language, pp.20-35.
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!'See: Yamat et al, Developing Arabic Language Competency Through CLIL, pp.78-96.

2 See: Coyle et al., CLIL: Content and Language Integrated Learning.

3 See: R. Hassan et al., “The Impact of Virtual Reality in Language Learning,” Educational
Technology Journal, 10(3), 2022, pp.112-128.

4 See: Cenoz & Gorter, Multilingual Education.
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!'See: Coyle et al., CLIL: Content and Language Integrated Learning.
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! See: B. Mohan, C. Leung & C. Davison, “Innovations in the Teaching of Content and
Language Integration (CLIL),” Educational Linguistics Journal, 23(2), 2021, pp.157-173.
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!'See: Hassan et al., The Impact of Virtual Reality in Language Learning, pp.112-128.
2 See: Coyle et al., CLIL: Content and Language Integrated Learning.
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!'See: Yamat et al., Developing Arabic Language Competency Through CLIL, pp.78-96.
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