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Comparison of Readings (Qira’at) in “Al-Muhtasab” by Ibn Jinni:
A Study of the Criteria of Preference

Omar Zakaria Mando*

Abstract

The principle of preference among Qur’anic readings was widespread in the
works of linguistic scholars (44! al-Ihtijaj) and significantly influenced the
linguistic studies by offering models for understanding grammatical rules
and applying rhetorical principles. Most scholarly preferences were
grounded in linguistic reasoning. Ibn Jinni, who was deeply engaged in such
comparisons, analyzed readings reported by Ibn Mujahid in his book “A/-
Shawadh Fi Al-Qira’at” (Irregularities in Quranic Readings.) Abu Al-Fath’s
preferences were based on linguistic criteria that align with the conclusions
he had reached in his study of the Arabic language. This study highlights
the scholarly activity within the science of Linguistic Argumentation, traces
Ibn Jinni’s methodology in “A/-Muhtasab,” and identifies the criteria he
used in preferring certain Qur’anic readings. Adopting an inductive-
analytical method, the research finds that Ibn Jinni’s criteria of preferring
among readings included conformity with analogy, semantic value, and
convergence of readings. Moreover, the principle of selection is one of the
foundational principles in the science of Qur’anic readings, and a part of the
act of preferring. Accordingly, the study recommends revisiting the linguistic
foundations upon which linguistic scholars based their justifications. It also
cautions against the dismissal of irregular readings from examination and
study, and warns against misconceptions. These readings are, after all,
evidences for interpreting the Qur’an and they contribute to constructing the
foundations of linguistic rules.

Keywords: Comparison, readings, al-Muhtasab, Ibn Jinni, criteria

* PhD in Arabic linguistic studies, Homs University, Syria, omar.z.mando@gmail.com.
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The Rhetoric of Sensory Imagery in Selected Prophetic Hadiths

Alaa Abdulaziz Awdeh*

Abstract

The eloquence of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) has always
drawn the interest of rhetoricians and scholars, who continue to draw upon
it for inspiration. This comes as no surprise, as he was granted the Qur’an
along with a divinely inspired counterpart, and the ability to express
profound meanings in concise words. Despite the abundance of studies on
figurative language in Hadith, little focus has been given to sensory
imagery. While some works have examined sensory references and their
impact on both syntactic structure and interpretation, a contemplative
examination of the Prophet’s Hadiths reveals rich and masterfully composed,
depicted, and well-formed rhetorical systems - visual, chromatic, auditory,
gustatory, tactile, and olfactory - intricately intertwined with intellectual
formations. Accordingly, this study aims to analyze these forms stylistically
and descriptively through selected Hadiths, reconciling classical and
modern rhetorical perspectives. It also explores the rhetorical functions of
such imagery in linking the elements of the text, enhancing comprehension
of the Hadith’s intended meaning, and highlights its aesthetics in terms of
wording, structure, meaning, implication, and eloquence.

Keywords: Sensory Imagery, Arabic rhetoric, Hadith, eloquence, semantic
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The Rhetorical Context and its Impact on the Interpretation of
Religious Discourse: The Prophetic Discourse as a Model

Zakaria El-Khaoua*

Abstract

The potential meanings and implications of speech cannot be properly
understood without applying a set of interpretive principles. Religious
discourse possesses a unique character that distinguishes it from other forms
of speech, particularly because it is divinely revealed whether in the form of
the Qur’an or the Sunnah. It conveys a range of shared meanings that yield
both legal rulings (Ahkam) and purposive wisdoms (Magasid) that shape the
life of the Muslim community. Religious discourse is divided into two
categories: recited Qur’anic discourse and explanatory Prophetic discourse.
This study focuses on the latter, which functions as an exposition of the
Qur’anic message and carries legislative authority comparable to that of the
Qur’an itself. Accordingly, its interpretation requires the application of valid
hermeneutical principles that cannot be disregarded. Chief among these is
the principle of rhetorical context (al-Siyaq al-Bayani), which some
scholars treat merely as a supporting indication, while in fact it constitutes a
fundamental interpretive rule that must not be overlooked. This paper
adopts both inductive and analytical methodologies to explore the concept
of rhetorical context and its role in interpreting Prophetic discourse, with the
aim of achieving an accurate understanding of the text and grasping its
objectives. Such interpretation must be grounded in sound reasoning
supported by compelling evidence and corroborative indicators. Among the
key findings is that rhetorical context serves as one of the strongest tools of
preference (7arjih) when legal texts appear to be in conflict. It also
represents the most effective approach employed by scholars of Hadith in
distinguishing Prophetic discourse from other forms of expression.

Keywords: Context, rhetoric, religious discourse, Prophetic Sunnah, classical
linguistics

* Visiting Assistant Professor at Mohammed V University, and Teacher of Arabic Language
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The Arabic Language Influence on Legal Rulings: A Semantic-
Analytical Study with Application to Selected Libyan Judicial Rulings

Ibtisam Amer*, Muhammad Saleh**

Abstract

This study seeks to highlight the intersection between legal and linguistic
knowledge. It aims to clarify the status of the Arabic language and its
impact on the formulation of legal discourse, to demonstrate the close
relationship between the two, and to categorize legal language in terms of
its subject matter, identifying its characteristics and examining whether
legal language draws its vocabulary from the general linguistic lexicon
corpus or requires a command of Arabic grammar for those dealing with
legal texts. The study presents applied models from Libyan judicial rulings
that have been linguistically analyzed to demonstrate how the judicial ruling
can vary depending on the language used. These examples confirm that the
judicial ruling can change based on the lexical, morphological, and syntactic
structures employed. These linguistic elements are central to understanding
the written or spoken text upon which the ruling is based. Therefore, the
study recommends that Arabic language be taught at all levels of legal
education in law faculties, and that linguistic instruction be more
comprehensive and in-depth at the graduate level. It further suggests that
courtroom discourse and legal drafting be co-taught by Arabic language
professors alongside procedural law instructors, given that sound legal
practice requires a clear language that avoids ambiguity, multiple
interpretations, and obscurity.

Keywords: Arabic language, legal rulings, interdisciplinary studies, legal
drafting, Libyan law
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