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ICESCO Journal of Arabic Language
ISSN: 3007-5726 | E-ISSN: 3007-5734

Stray Arrows: Criticising the Narrative of the Difficulty of Arabic
and the Complexity of its Systems

Khalid Fahmi~

Abstract

This paper examines misconceptions about the Arabic language in terms of
difficulty, complexity and linear structures, and examines the strategies
employed to refute this narrative. To this end, the paper examines the
negative, ill-conceived strategies that seek to label discard the Arabic
language as difficult and switch to other languages, and looks into the
positive, sound strategies that invoke the connection to religion, history, or
linguistics as rationales. Upon exploring these strategies, it is clear that the
Arab mind was able to confront the claims made against the Arabic
language in a variety of scientific ways.

Keywords: defense literature, language system, writing system, Arabic language,
political language

* Professor of Linguistics, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Arts,
Menoufiya University, Egypt, magdkhalid@yahoo.com.
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Impact of the Grammatical Question on Arabic Linguistic Thinking

Samir Ahmad Malouf*

Abstract

The Arab-Islamic heritage is an ever-ending treasure trove, which needs to
be revisited time and times again in order to further understand the nature of
Arabic linguistic thinking as it exists today, reflecting on its linguistic,
cognitive and cultural aspects. The study of the development of Arabic
grammatical question can clarify the nature of Arabic linguistic thinking, as
it originated and developed in the educational environment. This made
language questions in general, and questions issues in particular, the major
influence in the emergence and evolution of language sciences. Thus, we
traced the origins of the grammatical question, from its inception at the
hands of Ibn ‘Abbas and Abu al-Aswad, to its development by the latter’s
disciples, especially Ibn Abi Ishaq and Abu ‘Amr bin al-‘Ala’, until it was
completed by al-Farahidi and his student Sibawayh. The study concludes
with a review of the origins of the grammatical question and the
methodology of addressing it as it was established in Sibawayh’s book.

Keywords: Arabic grammar, grammar heritage, grammar, linguistic
thinking, verbal image
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The National Sense in the Modern Arabic Intellectual Literature:
The “Natures of Tyranny” by al-Kawakibi and “The Awakening
of the Arab Nation” by al-Azour1 as Two Examples

Fuad Abdul Muttaleb”

Abstract

This study examines the history of Arab ideas in the internal reform
movements from the awakening of the Arab nationalist sense and the
emergence of the nationalist movement and its development from the mid-
nineteenth century until the beginning of the First World War in selected
works. The study came with special consideration of two Arab thinkers,
Abdul Rahman Al-Kawakibi and Najib Azourd, and their books The Natures
of Tyranny (1902) and The Awakening of the Arab Nation (1905). Most of
the writings that dealt with that historical period focused on presenting one
side rather than another, or one Arab country rather than another, or that
they recounted events and facts in terms of the ideas they raised, or that
some of them cast these events and outlooks in a specific belief context, to
confirm their viewpoints. Benefit is thus derived from all of them in this
study, each according to its field and interest. The purpose is to provide a
historical and intellectual illumination of the status of Al- Kawakibi and
AzourT in Arab history and Renaissance, in an exploration that tries to be
historically and culturally objective, and simultaneously, important and
influential details were not overlooked through the discussion. There is no
claim what is contained in this research is completely comprehensive.
Perhaps other studies may highlight some of the aspects that have been
overlooked or summarized, and which may be rectified and expanded upon,
for this is the nature of scientific research, especially in the intellectual and
historical fields.

Keywords: Al-Kawakibi, Azourt, Arab reform movements, nationalist sense,
Arab Renaissance
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Significance of Arabic Calligraphy

Idham Muhammed Hanash*

Abstract

The Arabic lexicographic structure is based on a balanced relationship
between meaning, pronunciation and script, with meaning being the essence
of the language that is reflected in both pronunciation and script. However,
Arabic dictionaries in general only offer word meanings, but miss the
significance of calligraphy. This prompts a quest to identify the
fundamentals of artistic construction and practical rules for the shapes and
beautiful images of script letters. These words, concepts, and terms are
tahqiq, tahwiq, takhrig, ta 'riq, tashqiq, tansiq, tawfiq, tadqiq, and tafriq.

Keywords: Arabic calligraphy, calligraphy significance, calligraphy
authentication, writing process, Arabic script
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A Reading in Pragmatic Theories and Discourse Rules

Ouarda El—Bourtiaa*

Abstract

Pragmatics is concerned with studying and explaining linguistic
communication. It includes overlapping levels such as linguistic structure,
rules of discourse, and the cognitive processes that control linguistic
production and comprehension. Pragmatics is regarded as a key link
between several fields of knowledge, including analytical philosophy (as
represented by ordinary language philosophy), cognitive psychology (as
reflected in the relevance theory), and communication sciences, (as seen in
the theory of linguistics). Despite their different theoretical backgrounds,
scholars agree that pragmatics can be defined as the “science of language
use”. This research aims to explore the pragmatic conceptualization of
communicative language use, focusing on two main pragmatic approaches:
intentional pragmatics, established at the University of Oxford by John
Austin and Peter Strawson, and cognitive pragmatics, developed by the
French scholar Dan Sperber and the British scholar Deirdre Wilson.
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Impact of Linguistics on Teaching a Second Language: Theoretical
Questions and Practical Examples of the Learning Errors Theory
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Abstract

Teaching language to non-speakers is a significant branch of applied
linguistics, abound with overlapping linguistic, cognitive, psychological and
social aspects. Specialists in linguistics, psychology and sociology often
focus on this field, given its relevance to their expertise, allowing them to
propose suggestions to improve the level of language learning for non-
native speakers and explore the obstacles that hinder the learning of a
foreign language. Studies in this field show that issues and errors arising
from this type of learning are the result of the clash of two very different
languages in terms of lexicon, syntax, semantics and context. Thus, learners
resort to their native languages to borrow new phrases to fill in the gaps
they encounter in various situations.

Keywords: Linguistics, applied linguistics, Arabic language, second
language learning, learning errors
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A Communicative Approach to the Study and Teaching of Semantic
Morphology to the Heritage Learners of Arabic Language

Mohamed Mohamed Yunis Ali*

Abstract

This paper proposes an approach for teaching Arabic morphology
specifically designed for heritage language learners, those who have a
family or cultural connection to Arabic but have not received formal Arabic
instruction. Recognizing the difficulties these learners face in achieving
linguistic fluency, the approach provides a comprehensive framework for
constructing Arabic words using semantic and communicative analysis. By
delving into the internal structure and mechanisms of word formation,
including affixation, derivational formulation, and cliticization, this
approach empowers learners to unravel the intricate connection between
form and meaning. Placing emphasis on contextual language usage, it
deepens their understanding of Arabic morphology by examining how
morphological elements shape word meanings and functions. Ultimately, by
fostering a conscious grasp of morphological rules and principles, this
method enables heritage language learners to generate a wider spectrum of
simple and compound words, fortifying their comprehension of semantic
morphology, facilitating  language acquisition, and enhancing
communication skills. This, in turn, nurtures their linguistic development
and confidence. The paper culminates by proposing practical classroom
implementations, advocating for customized instructional materials that
cater to the unique needs of heritage learners. By embracing this approach,
we strive to nurture the linguistic growth of these students, contributing to
the preservation and revitalization of Arabic language and culture.

Keywords:  heritage language learners, communicative approach,
affixation, derivational formulation, cliticization
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Toward a Functional Arabic Grammar for the Speakers of other
Languages, in light of the Common European Framework
of Reference for Languages (CEFR)

Erfan Abdeldaim Ahmed Abdalla”

Abstract

Arabic Learners often struggle with the complexity and abundance of
grammatical rules, which are the byproduct of traditional teaching methods
fitting a bygone era. This calls for revisiting these rules to sift through and
examine their purpose and frequency of use, based on a set of specific
criteria. This task seeks to arrange and classify Arabic grammatical rules
according to the standards of the Common European Framework of
Reference for Languages (CEFR). Reviewing grammatical structures
against specific and precise criteria is of paramount importance, as it helps
both the teacher and learner identify the learning objectives, and zero in on
language proficiency to cater for learners’ needs. This research is expected
to reduce the number of grammatical rules presented to the non-Arabic
speaking learner, with the aim of strengthening language proficiency.

Keywords: Arabic grammar, functional grammar, TASL, language
competency, CEFR
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Challenges of Teaching Arabic to Non-Arabic Speakers
at Canadian Universities

Akila Sekhri

Abstract

The Arabic language has achieved widespread prominence across the globe,
ranking as the fourth most spoken language in the world, after English,
Chinese, and Hindi, with more than half a billion speakers. Discussing
Arabic naturally leads to a discussion of Arab culture, an attractive
combination that has encouraged large numbers of non-Arabic speakers to
study the language. This has prompted many universities in North America
in general and Canada in particular (including the University of Montreal
and the University of Quebec in Montreal) to offer classes in Arabic
language and culture. However, teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers in
Canadian universities poses several challenges to both teachers and learners,
including linguistic challenges, socio-cultural obstacles, issues related
cultural competence challenges in curricula design, and difficulties in
teaching Arabic literature. This paper attempts to highlight these challenges
in order to come up with a set of recommendations revolving around the
two main elements in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers: the teacher
and learner, with the aim of improving the learning experience, by
overcoming the challenges through focusing on objectives, curricula,
teaching methods, and evaluation.

Keywords: TAFL, Canadian universities, linguistic competence, cultural
competence, challenges

* Professor of Arabic Language and Culture, University of Montreal, and University of Quebec
in Montreal, President of the Canadian Arab Cultural Centre, Canada, akila.sekhri@gmail.com.
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Machine Translation and the Arabic Translation Model:
The Current Scene

Sonia Asmahan Halimi
Abstract
Smart technology and artificial intelligence in translation has given impetus
to neural machine translation. As one of the languages processed
automatically, performance improved with the abundance of Arabic-
language data available on the Internet. This paper investigates the extent to
which the Arabic language used on the Internet is linguistically sound,
given that smart technology is fueled by the raw data that is pumped daily
into forums, blogs, social networks, and websites, with all the errors it
contains, which are repeated upon processing and, if not corrected, remain
the default option. As such, it is essential to focus on the presence of the
Arabic language on the Internet as a top priority in the short term, to
preserve the linguistic integrity of published data, and promote regular
scientific studies that monitor the use of the Arabic language, assess
linguistic integrity, and determine the contexts and areas of machine
translation use and its impact on the Arabic language on the Internet,
thereby ensuring the preservation of the Arabic language and keeping pace
with current technological advances.

Keywords: translation, machine translation, artificial intelligence, Arabic
language, language processing
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Artificial Intelligence Technology: A Translation Model from and to the Arabic
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! Mary Nurminen and Niko Papula, “Gist MT Users: A Snapshot of the Use and Users of
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