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Towards a Quantum Criticism
From Equivalence to Determinacy in the Interpretation of the Literary
Text: A Theoretical-Epistemological Approach

Samar George Al-Dayyoub*

Abstract

This study seeks to construct a theoretical-epistemological framework that
reconsiders the nature of literary meaning and the conditions of its
determinacy, through the proposed concept of ‘“quantum criticism.”
Proceeding from a critique of approaches that have confined meaning within
the binary of structural closure versus interpretive indeterminacy, the study
proposes a conception of the literary text as a relational, probabilistic field,
whose signification emerges from the configuration of relations within it and
is actualized through interpretive observation under specific conditions. The
study adopts a synthetic epistemological approach combining conceptual
analysis, theoretical comparison, and the mobilization of certain classical
frameworks from rhetoric, legal theory (Usiil al-Figh), and Sufism, alongside
comparison with structuralism, deconstruction, and reception theory. The
study concludes that meaning is to be understood neither as a fixed essence
nor as an endlessly deferred trace, but rather as a provisional determinacy
within a spectrum of semantic possibilities, and that reading constitutes an act
of interpretive observation that actualizes one of the text's possibilities
without thereby annulling the others. The study further concludes that
quantum criticism does not represent an exclusionary alternative to
contemporary critical methodologies, but rather a epistemological horizon
that expands the possibilities of analysis, particularly for texts characterized
by semantic density and structural complexity.

Keywords: Quantum criticism, semantic determinacy, interpretive probability,
structural relationality, interpretive observation

* Professor of Islamic and Umayyad Literature, Researcher in Interdisciplinary Studies,
Syria, day samar@yahoo.com.
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Immanuel Kant, Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics, Gary Hatfield (Trans.)
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004), pp. 7-15; 104-110.
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2 See: Roman Ingarden, The Literary Work of Art: An Investigation on the Borderlines of

Ontology, Logic, and Theory of Literature, George G. Grabowicz (Trans.) (Evanston, IL:
Northwestern University Press, 1973), pp. 29-49; 251-270.
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Thomas Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions (Chicago: University of Chicago
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Eric Donald Hirsch Jr., Validity in Interpretation (New Haven: Yale University Press,
1967), pp. 1-23.
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Umberto Eco, The Open Work, Anna Cancogni (Trans.) (Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1989), pp. 3-23.
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4 See: Wolfgang Iser, The Act of Reading: A Theory of Aesthetic Response (Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press, 1978), pp. 21-38.

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©



LageS i 35 205

w%&ﬂ\wcgwwuﬂ&bkﬁ@wus;w
cd G e V) 8502 daes dss Y oY) s Of e ST Sy
D 3 00 3sldl 3 aal) O 3] (bl LGS ol s adly cogaz by s
iy copme Sl B8 85l 3l sy (33,40 Breo ados el Vo (Jla) ST
SUSGY) fle ilaall ol o OF 48 o B8 Whse dsl) M) 3 505
A 1 amy Sl LY g sl
25 o2l psedl Disk adog "andl ST psede ) Bd OF Sy
Leds i Y sblis Goy oZany 151 L) OF (5 31 cO)a] Oy, s " cindl
R ad) gt e Bed) b ety oS0 i OF e Tl @ iy )
cond L Ui Y el e Bl QL)
Al g b ed Lo Sad) ) Gy Gl el sl )l 05 Y 1
@‘}13 u;u;:ﬁ s A;Qj c\i:b \3}2-)» uj“i 8¢l 3 V9> e :‘)4;5\ ol 3l céxl\ )j.@_\& .iajj&
iy cohldl (am pds (Bl S S sel @) Hab dmg (3332 550 3
Sl A asle asle e aal) 3 ol rels (3 oS Sl Layng clapd
o sdmny 3 g e ol G Y St e Sy lelid) abd 3 ad
bl Lleo 19
2o e Leslis S Y e Gk e 4B bl 45 -
e 4 Sy o) Ll @Al B3V 202 Bl us -
rrs Blallne me plecdVWU Allas 303l et gl JsIl BLY) 08 -
ol Ly les

by s Jom Bme Sl Al &3 Bl e Aol et 3530l 0l

!'See: Ingarden, The Literary Work of Art, pp. 251-285.
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