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Alternative Educational Curricula in an Open World:
The Integrated Learning of Arabic as a Foreign Language
in Southeast Asian Countries

Kamarulzaman Abdul Ghani*

Abstract

In the age of globalization, there is an increasing need to master more than
one language, particularly in the context of foreign language learning.
Foreign language education - especially Arabic - faces unique challenges in
Southeast Asian countries that require the adoption of effective and
innovative methodologies. One such approach is Content and Language
Integrated Learning (CLIL), which combines the teaching of scientific
content with the learning of a foreign language simultaneously. This method
provides students with the opportunity to enhance their proficiency in the
foreign language while acquiring knowledge in a specific field. CLIL has
proven successful in several European countries and is increasingly applied
in language learning programs in Southeast Asia. In the context of learning
Arabic as a foreign language, a comprehensive applied model can be
proposed by adapting scientific content, such as jurisprudence, biography,
and hadith, which are taught in Arabic. The proposed model includes the
use of educational materials rich in both scientific and linguistic content,
along with practical exercises that focus on student interaction in Arabic. By
implementing this integrated curriculum, it is hoped that learning Arabic
will become more effective and motivating for students in Southeast Asia,
thereby enhancing their linguistic competencies and preparing them to face
the challenges of an interconnected and rapidly evolving world.

Keywords: CLIL, TAFL, content, multilingualism, T&L

* Associate Professor, Department of Linguistic Studies, Faculty of Linguistics and Human
Development, University Malaysia Kelantan, Malaysia, kamarulzaman@umk.edu.my.
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U'See: D. Crystal, English as a Global Language (Cambridge University Press, 2003).

2 See: F. Grosjean, Bilingual: Life and Reality (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press,
2010).

3 See: C. Baker, Foundations of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism (Multilingual
Matters, 2011).

4 See: M. Byram, Teaching and Assessing Intercultural Communicative Competence
(Multilingual Matters, 2021).
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' See: J. Cenoz, & D. Gorter, Multilingual Education: Between Language Learning and
Translanguaging (Cambridge University Press, 2015).

2 See: D. Coyle, P. Hood & D. Marsh, CLIL: Content and Language Integrated Learning
(Cambridge University Press, 2010).
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! See: M. Meyer, “The Rise of the Knowledge Broker,” Science Communication, 32, 2010,
pp-118-127.
2 See: K. Abdul Ghani, Pembelajaran Bersepadu Bahasa Arab CLIL (Penerbit UMK, 2024).
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! See: S. D. Krashen, Principles and Practice in Second Language Acquisition (Pergamon
Press, 1982).

2 See: D. Coyle, “Supporting CLIL: The 4C Framework,” Educational Research and
Development Journal, 23(1), 1999, pp.45-58.
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!'See: Abdul Ghani, Pembelajaran Bersepadu Bahasa Arab CLIL.
2 See: D. Coyle, “The Language Tryptich: Integrating Language Learning in CLIL,”
International Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism, 10(5), 2007, pp.545-560.
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!'See: Ibid.
2 See: Coyle et al., CLIL: Content and Language Integrated Learning.
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! See: P. Ball, “Language and Content in CLIL,” CLIL Research Journal, 4(2), 2009, pp.21-39.
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! See: A. Alshammari, “The Role of CLIL in Teaching Arabic as a Foreign Language,”
Journal of Linguistics and Language Teaching, 8(1), 2020, pp.20-35.

2 See: R. Abdullah & M. Ismail, “Challenges in Learning Arabic Language among Southeast
Asian Student,” International Journal of Language Studies, 2020, 15(2), pp.45-60.
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! See: H. Yamat et al., “Developing Arabic Language Competency Through CLIL,”
International Journal of Educational Research, 9(4), 2021, pp.78-96.

2 See: Ibid.

3 Abdullah & Ismail, Challenges in Learning Arabic Language among Southeast Asian
Student, pp.45-60.
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!'See: Ibid.
2 See: Coyle et al., CLIL: Content and Language Integrated Learning.
3 See: Cenoz & Gorter, Multilingual Education.
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!'See: D. Marsh, CLIL/EMILE: The European Dimension (European Commission, 2002).
2 See: D. Crystal, English as a Global Language (Cambridge University Press, 2003).

3 See: Byram, Teaching and Assessing Intercultural Communicative Competence.

4 See: Alshammari, The Role of CLIL in Teaching Arabic as a Foreign Language, pp.20-35.
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!'See: Yamat et al, Developing Arabic Language Competency Through CLIL, pp.78-96.

2 See: Coyle et al., CLIL: Content and Language Integrated Learning.

3 See: R. Hassan et al., “The Impact of Virtual Reality in Language Learning,” Educational
Technology Journal, 10(3), 2022, pp.112-128.

4 See: Cenoz & Gorter, Multilingual Education.
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!'See: Coyle et al., CLIL: Content and Language Integrated Learning.
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! See: B. Mohan, C. Leung & C. Davison, “Innovations in the Teaching of Content and
Language Integration (CLIL),” Educational Linguistics Journal, 23(2), 2021, pp.157-173.
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!'See: Hassan et al., The Impact of Virtual Reality in Language Learning, pp.112-128.
2 See: Coyle et al., CLIL: Content and Language Integrated Learning.
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!'See: Yamat et al., Developing Arabic Language Competency Through CLIL, pp.78-96.
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