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Arabic as Language of Instruction:
An Analytical Examination in Light of Global Literature

Maya Alkateb-Chami "= *

Abstract

This article examines the value of Arabic as the language of instruction
(LOI) at both the primary and tertiary levels in the Arab World by drawing
on recent empirical research on LOI policies and practices within a
comparative framework, as well as scholarship on language and bilingual
development. It presents a theoretical framework for reading global research
on mother-tongue instruction in light of the linguistic particularities of
Arabic, where Modern Standard Arabic predominates in academic and
formal contexts while spoken dialects predominate in everyday life.
Building on this discussion and the theoretical framework, the article
explores both the educational value of Modern Standard Arabic, and the
role of dialects as linguistic resources that can support language- and
content-learning across the curriculum. The article offers a transparent,
reasoned analysis in the style of analytic philosophy while grounding its
claims in contemporary empirical and theoretical studies. It underscores the
importance of taking public attitudes toward Arabic and its use as LOI
seriously, as these attitudes shape the broader environment in which
language-in-education policies succeed or fail. The article calls for
language-in-education policies grounded in both scientific research, plus
clarity toward educational aims for individuals and societies through public
and transparent deliberation. It also proposes pathways to strengthen student
learning of and though Arabic, as well as narrow the gap between Modern
Standard Arabic and spoken dialects within the classroom and in society.

Keywords: Arabic in basic education, Arabic in higher education, language
of instruction, Arabic as mother tongue

* Doctoral Candidate in Education and Philosophy, and Instructor in Education, Harvard University,
United States, malkateb@g.harvard.edu.

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©



VORI TS A 249

o Yoz

VRV

o WAL e Ife By g (3 mﬁ o (399 79) Cnpge e 1302 Lol
LI e ael Lo WLl (gl danae S5 piizes cAupall 2L Gl Loys Ladl
55 s T e oL ookl 3 ol & 2 paoss DaT s
el 2l L e el Vg oall sl
(16) oo cwmolr 3y LI (5000) o STl anas auls 23Sy
Cidles ety L shie @l o8 Noate e Bheme SOlie iy iy W
T by gy Ol n T 8 cpall Rl ol (Blinny blally L)
S By ) ksl @ il pasVal s 03 &L SLal) e (776) 52
ods miify chal) ARl oasVal )5 8L LYl @) o (724) 2 OF g Lo
il Ul 5] 0425y sy g S o 573 (134) 2 ) o 5
o LY 3 WS (W edl (3 epaal) B KW slasl 3 Bl
% ald ol Jane (3 5 ge el
tn o e 52 i sl — Ll e oy LB VB — L5 Sy
3 Wle el Sl 3 & gl Al a2yl ﬁal;u o8 o -
Bl e (ool e Ll aT 0 OF (S e ] T (0B s
S a Yl Ay oo
g il 3,34 g;;j el B8 ag ) Dz dblugy (Sa s -

Sl ol ol el Sl 2y o) B L) Cp Rig BV BE -

213 S Bl Je Bislizely canld) OO il (s (3158 Ly Jladl spas 1l !
3312862 «(2020 «o\ly BUH 35 1 b o) Lghtumsg dy Al Ll Dl

2 See: Sarah Hopkyns, “English-Medium Instruction in Emirati Higher Education: The
Importance of Choice and Agency,” In: English as a Medium of Instruction on the Arabian
Peninsula (Routledge, 2023).
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! See: Maya Alkateb-Chami, “Learning Poverty When Schools Do Not Teach in Children’s
Home Language: A Comparative Perspective,” International Journal of Educational
Development, (105), 2024.

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©



VORI TS A 251

s Bl ne il Y pbsm o WL BBLA aibnn D (L1 il 5208
el e (1,08 pad = sal) JlE & s sl ¢ Jodll sy lajhe o -

— ) 18 Jpl @ oSl Ty ol - L sand mal 5 S,
3daze ol 2l ol IS dlaw (JULYI o) 3L A Sllgn 35 (3 Bge Ll
Al ol Sl e = Bagde CUlS Gy — BBl Bme e Ve 53] (W)
o D=V ods 2l pgadl vgb e JULYI 50 e dume I o danb
£ (oY ally) siadl Joladl LoV Lkl 3 el ol SOy ¢ alobal
ML Slen E5 w45 Lgmewsd B3| S1sT 3el )1 e

Ball e a5l aal ss)dll olles jEhy dezmy ((gY) aall rL,u J> 3 LSy
inede wlblas 3 LUEY e ool@l o)) O s wlulys ghly (o)l aalud)
) 3 ke SIS g oy (ISl 5Ll Oladl e (g0) Feyhe
ol ol o T 5,8 008 ((Gastllly ciadly Ol e ) LY
S s iy el o) e e Slles Jas 25 ) wla) 2k
3 5l ik mgy Jilg 1S B M) we Jy Wl o (Decoding)
aall (3 5L 3ks OF (Linguistic Interdependence) "Jslakl (ssalll slazeN!"

! See: Hollis S. Scarborough, “Connecting Early Language and Literacy to Later Reading
(Dis)Abilities: Evidence, Theory, and Practice,” In: Felicity Fletcher-Campbell, Gavin
Reid, & Janet Soler (eds.), Approaching Difficulties in Literacy Development: Assessment,
Pedagogy and Programmes (Sage Publishing, 2009).

2 See: Emily Phillips Galloway et al., “Broadening the Lens on the Science of Reading: A
Multifaceted Perspective on the Role of Academic Language in Text Understanding,”
Reading Research Quarterly, (55), 2020, S331-345; Paola Uccelli & Emily Phillips
Galloway, “Academic Language across Content Areas: Lessons from an Innovative
Assessment and from Students’ Reflections about Language,” Journal of Adolescent &
Adult Literacy, 60(4), 2017, pp. 395-404.

3 See: Helen Abadzi, Efficient Learning for the Poor: Insights from the Frontier of
Cognitive Neuroscience (World Bank Publications, 2006); Carol Benson, “Summary
Overview: Mother Tongue-Based Education in Multi-Lingual Contexts,” In: Caroline
Haddad (ed.), Improving the Quality of Mother Tongue-Based Literacy and Learning: Case
Studies from Asia, Africa and South America, (Bangkok: UNESCO, 2008); Ellen Bialystok,
“Acquisition of Literacy in Bilingual Children: A Framework for Research,” Language
Learning, (57), 2007, pp. 45-77.
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! See: James Cummins, “Linguistic Interdependence and the Educational Development of
Bilingual Children,” Review of Educational Research 49, (2) ,1979, pp. 222-251.

2 See: Keith E. Stanovich, “Matthew Effects in Reading: Some Consequences of Individual
Differences in the Acquisition of Literacy,” Journal of Education 189, (1-2), 2009, pp. 23-55.
3 See: Virginia P. Collier & Wayne P. Thomas. “Validating the Power of Bilingual Schooling:
Thirty-Two Years of Large-Scale, Longitudinal Research,” Annual Review of Applied Linguistics,
(37), 2017, pp. 203-217; Nompumelelo Mohohlwane et al., “Reading Skills Transfer Best from
Home Language to a Second Language: Policy Lessons from Two Field Experiments in South
Africa,” Journal of Research on Educational Effectiveness, 17(4), 2023, pp. 1-24; World Bank,
Loud and Clear: Effective Language of Instruction Policies for Learning (World Bank, 2021).
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! See: Oksana Afitska et al., “Dilemmas of Language Choice in Education in Tanzania and
Ghana,” In: Leon Tikly & Angeline M. Barrett (eds.), Education Quality and Social Justice in
the Global South: Challenges for Policy, Practice and Research, (Routledge, 2013).

2 See: Catherine E. Snow, “Reading Comprehension: Reading for Learning,” In: Penelope
Peterson, Eva Baker & Barry McGaw (eds.), International Encyclopedia of Education (5),
(Elsevier, 2010).

3 See: Benson, Summary Overview: Mother Tongue-Based Education in Multi-Lingual
Contexts; John Clegg, “Analysing the Language Demands of Lessons Taught in a Second
Language,” Revista Espariola de Lingiiistica Aplicada, (1), 2007, pp. 113-128.

4 See: David D. Laitin et al., “The Legacy of Colonial Language Policies and Their Impact
on Student Learning: Evidence from an Experimental Program in Cameroon,” Economic
Development and Cultural Change, 68(1), 2019, pp. 239-272.
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! See: Stefano Brini et al., “Bilingualism Is Associated with a Delayed Onset of Dementia
but Not with a Lower Risk of Developing It: A Systematic Review with Meta-Analyses,”
Neuropsychology Review, 30(1), 2020, pp. 1-24.

2 See: UNESCO, If You Don’t Understand, How Can You Learn? Policy Paper No. 24.
Global Education Monitoring Report (UNESCO, 2016); Stephen L. Walter & Carol Benson,
“Language Policy and Medium of Instruction in Formal Education,” In: Bernard Spolsky
(ed.) The Cambridge Handbook of Language Policy (Cambridge University Press, 2012).

3 See: Alkateb-Chami, Learning Poverty; Amanda Dascomb, “Language Education Policy
in Developing Nations from Colonization to Postcolonialism,” International Journal of
Society, Culture & Language, 7(1), 2019, pp. 16-26.

4 See: Pramod K. Sah & Jeevan Karki, “Elite Appropriation of English as a Medium of
Instruction Policy and Epistemic Inequalities in Himalayan Schools,” Journal of
Multilingual and Multicultural Development, 44(1), 2020, pp. 1-15.
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! See: Azim Premji Foundation, School Choice in Low-Information Environments: A Study
of Perceptions and Realities in Four States (Azim Premji University, 2018).

2 See: World Bank, Ending Learning Poverty: What Will It Take? (World Bank, 2019).

? See: Alkateb-Chami, Learning Poverty.
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2 See: Stephen Taylor & Marisa von Fintel, “Estimating the Impact of Language of

Instruction in South African Primary Schools: A Fixed Effects Approach,” Economics of
Education Review, (50), 2016, pp. 75-89.
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! See: Rajesh Ramachandran, “Language Use in Education and Primary Schooling
Attainment: Evidence from a Natural Experiment in Ethiopia,” Documents de Treball de
I’IEB, Institut d’Economia de Barcelona (Universitat de Barcelona, 2012).

2 See: Bert van Pinxteren, Language and Education in Afvica: A Fresh Approach to the Debates
on Language, Education, and Cultural Identity (African Studies Centre Leiden (ASCL), 2022).
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Arab Republic (World Bank Open Data, February 2024).
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! See: Van Pinxteren, Language and Education in Africa.

2 See: Collier & Thomas, Validating the Power of Bilingual Schooling; Pooja Nakamura,
Adria Molotsky et al., “Language of Instruction in Schools in Low- and Middle-Income
Countries: A Systematic Review,” Campbell Systematic Reviews, 19(4), 2023, el351;
World Bank, Loud and Clear: Effective Language of Instruction Policies for Learning.

* See: Collier and Thomas, Validating the Power of Bilingual Schooling, p. 2.

4 See: Cummins, Linguistic Interdependence and the Educational Development of Bilingual Children.
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2 See: Bundesirztekammer, Arztestatistik Zum 31. Dezember 2024 [Physician Statistics as
of December 31, 2024] (Bundesarztekammer, Federal Medical Association, 2024).
3 See: Bundesirztekammer, Recognition of Training Qualifications from Countries Outside
the EU, EEA or Switzerland (Bundesérztekammer, Federal Medical Association), accessed
August 23, 2025.
4 See: Van Pinxteren, Language and Education in Africa.
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!'See: Van Pinxteren, Language and Education in Afiica, pp. 70-71.

2 Birute Klaas-Lang, “Language Policy and the Sustainability of Estonian in Higher
Education,” Coimbra Group Language Policy Seminar, no date; UNESCO Institute for
Statistics, School Enrollment, Tertiary (%o Gross) - Syrian Arab Republic.
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? See: “North Germanic languages,” Wikipedia, accessed: August 16, 2025.
4 See: “Varieties of Chinese,” Wikipedia, accessed: August 16, 2025.
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2 See: Jack Goody & Ian Watt, “The Consequences of Literacy,” Comparative Studies in
Society and History, 5(3), 1963, pp. 304-345.
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Maya Alkateb-Chami, “Foregrounding Context in Evaluating Pedagogic Translanguaging:

Lessons from Refugee Education in Lebanon,” International Electronic Journal of
Elementary Education, (18)2, 2026, pp. 279-299.

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©



272 eyl B5T Bl

G el B Ogsady cpelell OF el Y igyn W
A B = Y JULYY A g = (signST A O e cBgiiall s (Rendl)
Ogkiin naball 0¥ ¢ eV 1 (3 gyl 8 058Gt )l OY U3y (i)
slize) gag (G L@ALU 3 Ml Al 15V 10 (3 8 dll gyt ) O
S B e B oae b @y LA deddl Sl S s bls
2 i 3 Oslaiyy cafgim s 2l 2y S e
G Ayped) W Joo e = e B (28 Wl L acbrd DL (3
(st wnn Jolad d Ll a0 e o1 3 el BT s 5 - o Lkt
r25 oF ol M Bl & WS G aadl Al @ el e aalll (2aSS 3
iy el el el ) Sy UL e 3 sl
Bl (3 ST Al Jlaazal (3 058 Y (751) -
o e Jpall dege il 01 052 Y (173) -
St gl ooVl )5 3 azdy 0 Bl 26 (134) -
3 g o spmlly bl 554 Dl adn U gl B e B Y
Bsbas) Ol dedstls ¥ aldl o) pebiies Wl o S 2500 ¢ ool i)
A ) Bl B Bad (3 gakas B 1) Ual o) odis 125 IS g iy
25 BUS] smg 3y S5 A BT ey s ke LY s ("L"*M s oLyl
A opkin i DAl pam bYW Lghoy dgal) Jasze ] dedl
Liwy dyall a3 jlazma) ) o5 gl adally 2sLas¥l Ol e canaz2y
o) s JUg Lesls shany (o390 )iy el Q) alley Bl B

!'See: Alkateb-Chami, Learning Poverty.
2 See: Dascomb, Language Education Policy in Developing Nations from Colonization to
Postcolonialism.

) Bl g @B15Uely ) rmald) N CiBlge (0 Ty a1 sl

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©



VORI TS A 273

S sty ity ol 1sBly By e GSLEL e (153) O gy 25 g
gl of (/85) s o= & cv.a;ﬂ; & @l L s e ol g, rﬁ;b&fdf
Al we s B o Ju sl day (g il Bl "ies" i
?J\ LSLG J’{J" L;.,U\ \4.“;).,\; Jzo.,a Luj>- Lh.ufe Lg.»jw )}&»J\ djg d\ c>-j:j
rl,a ¢ Bl B ek - bl s ] ol B ol ey — Uy e
EYPE T c(«cg}xj\) 8,0 Jj\ (..lxﬁ :\xl: QL:Q\j o;\fd\ olussT Leno O, ucg.e ceolal)
13 "ysmaal)’ O Sy S eV A sy e e a8 (2S0Y0) w6 ) Je
Bl o S atdl by QST ) e ) Bl (3 bl ples 38
Jo o) AT G pdl e e Gl (W) AL B aall S AL
el A= L 3 el LS A SYL A Bdas Slesosn (3 LSl Dl

ol 8 e alo) Al o ) $ad) eds g

o) 5o O e OF - e Loy gt — el aagladl Se o -
?w:{)w 3.&5 JM"M& Léi c‘
s ey agall dad 22 ) ;wwmﬁﬂ@ﬁdmu -

P -N-E ;J.e Al su}k.L\ CJ;;J RPES e EWRIG J>\.> (.l&U Ce\.,d\

S U,S ugjj Lw).u e O & LGl (a8 39 u.w).&\ ("e‘“l”

L;«uL;L\ j‘ g‘swLw‘}l‘ L;"‘)"U‘ (..@Jma_; s & j\ cCLg.;L\ Qb- |y

Bl iy U s OF e (bl vl @ SOV am Sl 3
PSS ROC slaiia¥) e diw dians

CENERT N VB C WS ST s CLL g SV Y-S0 VRN U S N SN T
dsias 1d & Blgl o o adedl sy ddl Edl aSTee s 3ale
) Jlamiel Sag ol LagldS™ ool O 8 il dgdinsy (Jliny SIS

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©



274 eyl B5T Bl

398 S5 (3 L OF 063 bty Aalally 23y aebenr V) BGLa o
1) 055 Lodisy imepzd o G Wiy did aaly el 2,USIL dag e s
Crtns 05 Y = Asinas 48 ol Soemie BY 2o — Ahaall Ol Bl (0 5ny
Midts r&ub‘ﬁ Ly i e o 3 e Gose o S5 of
28 o Eleaiz 3 B o) BSjLie Ba (3 Badad) (Lol IS 55 Ling
Goimzy 5 055y @mally Bl Ctiag o Ismad (baday Loy Bl (s
Slalaly b 2lSly 8oL 8 e ML amty g pr Bonpadl) S e Ol
gl WBl Lol 3 Gugted) G B i) ca) s o ) s (AT A e

By LiBle
A 3 amalh) Al L) 3 Wosuasy cigall egpadll (sl (3 30l Sl B 3
ol dity s Lelaly doased 253 Sl slazel (4] 35be 2l 50 (g )
G Sl Ao )l dela)l Slahl e BUYL EUS 3 Gl s gy odd)
ol & ag el (3 S pud W)e 5613 sl 3y (s 5T DBl
oI A Jlamad OF ] lalys sae w5 a5 bl dadl a2 s
3 el e JULW 508 o n Bl bl Boled il Jady peppoil)
o2n il Wy ¢yl Rl SV ane f2is o e ol (Y1 Al Sl
Jlorz V1 i OF aesladl jelad ISy o 2L Y A Bl 0 OF L)
G?uﬁ),\ﬁg\;f&—@fw&crﬁ\w\ﬁg&éqyujﬁr@v
gl bbl\dj:;{;fdwafa@cw;\ei&ng Wuwrud—w
s ool a5 i) o o eppotil) B il a8 slazst 0f (s cailasdl
3 Wosasy sVl LA sa al)s ssls el 05 o Sa (S s
s (3 s Yo Wgi] pd5y Jsbl 3o gl 1a ezl foiads mag cdlaz Yl Al

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©



VORI TS A 275

Syt o AT 33y Bald) 2l cplagll OO e 2 o Q‘ 3 L)
Y e ol ISy ¢ egptil) B B35 Y1 Laslozed e gl

Sl 2l e e Bl il ) Ea3l (L) (el 2% Loy
Gale cabaghl OBl o S b 8T 1ady (naasidlly gl masst)
G (ppieSy OB aze b e s Sy bl SV (3 Blaase waad
o S W e Y @ Jell B0 B eyl B BT ) slezed OF 0
FEY eed) 2 2 Jlerzon) e i 0 e OF L Sy (sl (it 2
oy cacﬁgﬂ\j Agnll Ll (3 5131 o cogladl (1] EUS semy (Babl i guisd
Vage L) — ol 24 05 Jagt U o33 sl 5T of 2 i aas1) s
& oY) Wbl Ladl b crext ol (3 danly 34,0 e Gao — s el 2l
gl a- M £ e (134) Cudl s 05aa4 e dd Gyl Y 23

ol ad Bmaldh) Al (3 eyl B 2 Al Jlenzal e LU 3
52 18 IS S apee e & LS (e ol il ods ) Jsosh SO
i jgld M3 wag aisli=lanw gl 2l s Jedl e Wgs el e e
(719 Llas 3 726) gte bl mewy ALl Jodl (3 U5 Jovsgie (pomeldl Lot
gl ol S L 0Ly cad g B eyl LY O c%j Lo 52

ot Y dmalht Al M 3 el B ) Al Jlessal OF SUAST Ezdt
sbazel 89,20 BN plreVl e Eony 14y cladine Olstens 1) 3506 44 vxu o
Lokl Eodl 8 LUV e (el B 2 3

o) 3 Slalely dnad) Jlamsd Bl ) Voloo ol Gilas 1Ty
COSTI3) L g Lin U 15 3] ¢ pmpptel) B Bl 3 pAD) 3 S50 Damie Lehooy
o) e B Sl 315 Bel3 ki (S aem Sl sag (BT 5 A sl 5y )
i — G Blaley Lgmmmat — o pall OF o 5 90ll hlan 3 Euillaily Y1 2alll

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©



276 eyl B5T Bl

Slalally Bmpad) ] LI W an Y oaly (el ¥l Bl 3 21 ikl 3
Gl i ade slyy sl dlate Lihoy | ihain ) ULS oy
el Lo Vg c6 5T Sl (3 ot & oY) 2l Jlamiad A4 25 gl - 2 a3
LS jglane slazel — Bgall) aghilas e s Bl OBl Cjlas eyl
Ol 6l e aaldes Olual e Lladl & (ol 3 Aalally Badl) (A
5 i Gl dula) 56 de2dll (,Lu Llg GliSy (doenad) (,Lu dpela)) LS
g w@pwpﬁﬁu o Gk Al sjmc@ Ol Solsl W e Y

Bl Ly B 88 gl 0555 08 — 2kl eds o) o35 5,
2 A psgde Jomied ) A Y Slabll) 8el3 e OF S Glai b vy
Ledke sllly Leme Jolad) ey OF S 1S5 ezl JUb Y rL,u aS Lrdles 3
A fy\ Al Jlanzal ladl oudl JU1 s cl] 3 pled) b Ul e
by ) 3l oot o e ot M S5t i sy il gyl

iz ag )l Jloazel Jo 5,06 Jlal slas) (3 Lz O () pladl alzg
Spd ol rerly Gl plenY) oy el Al e jend) ey s
ow bemdll et 3l plin (b ol )l el L) ey de )yl
3 cdly OLST (3 Legss G5 am Vg gl LA (39 iyl (3 Slalally deinadll
(Ladmy agall 3 o) 2SS Al e dai 3plall dualall axlly duyal) aa) s
& LS gl Aty wlela (Lol e alall Rl sgmg F3iy OVl oy
a2 & donad)l Jlemial Jo O Gyl s b ol dnaiasd) oY
3 o e S el codl et e el S S e cidanll (Bl
RS 5515 Jold

@ ) S Y el B A Qe 3 e OF b8 L G
(lallly dopad) o ol (O e Laps ol aplSOYIs 2 Al A Sl

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©



VORI TS A 277

2l 3503y spall) el @ U alall Gl e abni Lo ) iy OF & a b
Sz L BB 58 138y (Blinkasy el ol adsd) Z3ladly L3 sl
Joie ey (308 aiby 28 Slos shisly Lehpen () dU) @ 2 s oLl
iglace Olegaz G OB G il maldl o lapdy desSE Wilgall o)l
By of Bl O) Js8 r oS0 U (il Bpardes pealy of Bt Lol cnias
(AT Jolgs Vo) L 52

3 el B a2l Jlemzs) 4,80 oL RO ERTOT ol JoT (Gls
s we s &) Aradad) lujladly Slulid) xiiiy 6 cLlally Al dadad) 1 L)
Geand o) 38 ks b mpensd Ol i) i (3 ISy (Jlemsa)
Gy ladly Adnldl Sl 3y (el W 3 JUB) I sl sl 1l
kel @3 Al dg )l Oyl e &5l B5liza YL

AN Sl ang Bjlae — Ag,all 2l OF gag dm o831 4 s f A g
Bhsg (i il e Sl — ol s 3 o) ) oLl sl Gl
Slgs Jof 3 B Jomnd 5 3an Bplas Baky inedly esdall Bsalll 3l oo
S ] el Vi 58 GBI g (gl o (3 meld) e
et 2 W) e J3V) L Loy ol s ) 2l B o) SN
Gy e Yo Bl Ljlazmo a1 ey

Ay S
fg o) b AL s o 2wl Jo sadl o570 Sl s
ooely @il 2a 3 Wlsle Je (Catherine Elgin) 2 Uj\fj ¢ ol
S gl e 1S sl 3 el jsead) ) BLa] (LB e i S
r.@_.).w\ s "Hack for Syria" 39 Cigagy Y Bl

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©




278 RCIE LR
8\4&\5 ))L@L\

Ml bW Bl Sl e (3 Bl 2 eV Ll () 105 L
2020 «(3)24 (8 Ay W) dal 3JS i o>

L s vl Al g da 3 bnsoy Al Bald) paede’ (B3 op e
2024 (4)12 dggilly sl Slulyull LS dlg (Ll £ e

DS Lded (8 Aty thgpelt A1 old Ll Cadlall (A A e g
(2023 gl il M Ol G e 120 )

Sl (6 il A " ad) ) e 3 gl 2l bl o sl
2020 (2)3 ddpedadly iyl & gall)

A Lty Blis tawgllly 3l dgal ) oles a0 W s
7-5 ¢ polall adlglly fdall A4 : Gy Ayl ARU) mos pesld) (g gind!
2007 jobs

Mlapny b Al Bl )5 (3 Boenadlly Rl G el JSUSHe 8
2017 (1)1 gyl Gl piy bt st

gl aRlll Je (Blsliely el OV CaBlss” () e (Gls Ly (ol spe2
(2020 oy B 359 1 b o) \ghdtamng dy ll dal) Bl 85 13

chanadataha.com) s%e¥lg 4891y B ally goedl @ el 2 b I5la
2025 el 16 3 ¢ 5L (2020

Amanda Dascomb, “Language Education Policy in Developing Nations
from Colonization to Postcolonialism,” International Journal of
Society, Culture & Language, 7(1), 2019.

Azim Premji Foundation. School Choice in Low-Information Environments:
A Study of Perceptions and Realities in Four States (Azim Premji
University, 2018).

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©


https://www.uni-bamberg.de/fileadmin/arabistik/Arabic-Status-Report.pdf
https://hanadataha.com/wp-content/uploads/Mokhtasar-2020.pdf

VORI TS A 279

Bert van Pinxteren, Language and Education in Africa: A Fresh Approach
to the Debates on Language, Education, and Cultural Identity
(African Studies Centre Leiden (ASCL), 2022).

Birute Klaas-Lang, “Language Policy and the Sustainability of Estonian in
Higher Education,” Coimbra Group Language Policy Seminar, no date.

Bundesirztekammer, Arztestatistik Zum 31. Dezember 2024 [Physician
Statistics as of December 31, 2024] (Bundesédrztekammer, Federal
Medical Association, 2024).

Bundesirztekammer, Recognition of Training Qualifications from Countries
Outside the EU, EEA or Switzerland (Bundesirztekammer, Federal
Medical Association), accessed August 23, 2025.

Carol Benson, “Summary Overview: Mother Tongue-Based Education in
Multi-Lingual Contexts,” In: Caroline Haddad (ed.), Improving the
Quality of Mother Tongue-Based Literacy and Learning: Case Studies
from Asia, Africa and South America, (Bangkok: UNESCO, 2008).

Catherine E. Snow, “Reading Comprehension: Reading for Learning,” In:
Penelope Peterson, Eva Baker & Barry McGaw (eds.), International
Encyclopedia of Education (5), (Elsevier, 2010).

David D. Laitin, Rajesh Ramachandran & Stephen L. Walter, “The Legacy
of Colonial Language Policies and Their Impact on Student
Learning: Evidence from an Experimental Program in Cameroon,”
Economic Development and Cultural Change, 68(1), 2019.

Ellen Bialystok, “Acquisition of Literacy in Bilingual Children: A
Framework for Research,” Language Learning, No. (57), 2007.

Emily Phillips Galloway, Janna Brown McClain & Paola Uccelli,
“Broadening the Lens on the Science of Reading: A Multifaceted
Perspective on the Role of Academic Language in Text
Understanding,” Reading Research Quarterly, No. (55), 2020.

Helen Abadzi, Efficient Learning for the Poor: Insights from the Frontier of
Cognitive Neuroscience (World Bank Publications, 2006).

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©



280 eyl B5T Bl

Hollis S. Scarborough, “Connecting Early Language and Literacy to Later
Reading (Dis)Abilities: Evidence, Theory, and Practice,” In: Felicity
Fletcher-Campbell, Gavin Reid, & Janet Soler (eds.), Approaching
Difficulties in Literacy Development: Assessment, Pedagogy and
Programmes (Sage Publishing, 2009).

Jack Goody & Ian Watt, “The Consequences of Literacy,” Comparative
Studies in Society and History, 5(3), 1963.

James Cummins, “Linguistic Interdependence and the Educational
Development of Bilingual Children,” Review of Educational
Research 49, (2) ,1979.

John Clegg, “Analysing the Language Demands of Lessons Taught in a Second
Language,” Revista Espariola de Lingiiistica Aplicada, (1), 2007.

Keith E. Stanovich, “Matthew Effects in Reading: Some Consequences of
Individual Differences in the Acquisition of Literacy,” Journal of
Education 189, (1-2), 2009.

Maya Alkateb-Chami, “Foregrounding Context in Evaluating Pedagogic
Translanguaging: Lessons from Refugee Education in Lebanon,”
International Electronic Journal of Elementary Education, (18)2, 2026.

Maya Alkateb-Chami, “Learning Poverty When Schools Do Not Teach in
Children’s Home Language: A Comparative Perspective,”
International Journal of Educational Development, No. (105), 2024.

Nompumelelo Mohohlwane, Stephen Taylor, Jacobus Cilliers & Brahm Fleisch,
“Reading Skills Transfer Best from Home Language to a Second
Language: Policy Lessons from Two Field Experiments in South
Africa,” Journal of Research on Educational Effectiveness, 17(4), 2023.

Oksana Afitska, Yaw Ankomah, John Clegg, Patrick Kiliku, Lydia Osei-
Amankwah & Casmir Rubagumya, “Dilemmas of Language Choice in
Education in Tanzania and Ghana,” In: Leon Tikly & Angeline M.
Barrett (eds.), Education Quality and Social Justice in the Global
South: Challenges for Policy, Practice and Research, (Routledge, 2013).

Paola Uccelli & Emily Phillips Galloway, “Academic Language across
Content Areas: Lessons from an Innovative Assessment and from
Students’ Reflections about Language,” Journal of Adolescent &
Adult Literacy, 60(4), 2017.

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©



VORI TS A 281

Pooja Nakamura, Adria Molotsky, Rosa Castro Zarzur, Varsha Ranjit,
Yasmina Haddad & Thomas De Hoop, “Language of Instruction in
Schools in Low- and Middle-Income Countries: A Systematic
Review,” Campbell Systematic Reviews, 19(4), 2023.

Pramod K. Sah & Jeevan Karki, “Elite Appropriation of English as a
Medium of Instruction Policy and Epistemic Inequalities in
Himalayan Schools,” Journal of Multilingual and Multicultural
Development, 44(1), 2020.

Rajesh Ramachandran, “Language Use in Education and Primary Schooling
Attainment: Evidence from a Natural Experiment in Ethiopia,”
Documents de Treball de I’IEB, Institut d’Economia de Barcelona
(Universitat de Barcelona, 2012).

Sarah Hopkyns, “English-Medium Instruction in Emirati Higher Education:
The Importance of Choice and Agency,” In: English as a Medium of
Instruction on the Arabian Peninsula (Routledge, 2023).

Stefano Brini, Hamid R. Sohrabi, Jeffrey J. Hebert, Mitchell R. L. Forrest,
Matti Laine, Heikki Haméaldinen, Mira Karrasch, Jeremiah J. Peiffer,
Ralph N. Martins & Timothy J. Fairchild, “Bilingualism Is
Associated with a Delayed Onset of Dementia but Not with a Lower
Risk of Developing It: A Systematic Review with Meta-Analyses,”
Neuropsychology Review, 30(1), 2020.

Stephen L. Walter & Carol Benson, “Language Policy and Medium of Instruction
in Formal Education,” In: Bernard Spolsky (ed.), The Cambridge
Handbook of Language Policy (Cambridge University Press, 2012).

Stephen Taylor & Marisa von Fintel, “Estimating the Impact of Language
of Instruction in South African Primary Schools: A Fixed Effects
Approach,” Economics of Education Review, No. (50), 2016.

UNESCO Institute for Statistics. School Enrollment, Tertiary (% Gross) -
Syrian Arab Republic (World Bank Open Data, February 2024).

UNESCO, If You Don’t Understand, How Can You Learn? Policy Paper
No. (24). Global Education Monitoring Report (UNESCO, 2016).

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©



282 eyl B5T Bl

Virginia P. Collier & Wayne P. Thomas. “Validating the Power of Bilingual
Schooling: Thirty-Two Years of Large-Scale, Longitudinal
Research,” Annual Review of Applied Linguistics, No. (37), 2017.

World Bank, Ending Learning Poverty: What Will It Take? (World Bank, 2019).

World Bank, Loud and Clear: Effective Language of Instruction Policies
for Learning (World Bank, 2021).

“North Germanic languages,” Wikipedia, accessed: August 16, 2025.

“Varieties of Chinese,” Wikipedia, accessed: August 16, 2025.

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©


https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Varieties_of_Chinese&oldid=1305403340
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Varieties_of_Chinese&oldid=1305403340

VORI TS A 283

References

Amanda Dascomb, “Language Education Policy in Developing Nations
from Colonization to Postcolonialism,” International Journal of
Society, Culture & Language, 7(1), 2019.

Azim Premji Foundation. School Choice in Low-Information Environments:
A Study of Perceptions and Realities in Four States (Azim Premji
University, 2018).

Bert van Pinxteren, Language and Education in Africa: A Fresh Approach
to the Debates on Language, Education, and Cultural Identity
(African Studies Centre Leiden (ASCL), 2022).

Birute Klaas-Lang, “Language Policy and the Sustainability of Estonian in
Higher Education,” Coimbra Group Language Policy Seminar, no date.

Bundesirztekammer, Arztestatistik Zum 31. Dezember 2024 [Physician
Statistics as of December 31, 2024] (Bundesédrztekammer, Federal
Medical Association, 2024).

Bundesérztekammer, Recognition of Training Qualifications from Countries
Outside the EU, EEA or Switzerland (Bundesirztekammer, Federal
Medical Association), accessed August 23, 2025.

Carol Benson, “Summary Overview: Mother Tongue-Based Education in
Multi-Lingual Contexts,” In: Caroline Haddad (ed.), Improving the
Quality of Mother Tongue-Based Literacy and Learning: Case Studies
from Asia, Africa and South America, (Bangkok: UNESCO, 2008).

Catherine E. Snow, “Reading Comprehension: Reading for Learning,” In:
Penelope Peterson, Eva Baker & Barry McGaw (eds.), International
Encyclopedia of Education, No. (5), (Elsevier, 2010).

David D. Laitin, Rajesh Ramachandran & Stephen L. Walter, “The Legacy
of Colonial Language Policies and Their Impact on Student
Learning: Evidence from an Experimental Program in Cameroon,”
Economic Development and Cultural Change, 68(1), 2019.

Ellen Bialystok, “Acquisition of Literacy in Bilingual Children: A
Framework for Research,” Language Learning, No. (57), 2007.

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©



284 eyl B5T Bl

Emily Phillips Galloway, Janna Brown McClain & Paola Uccelli,
“Broadening the Lens on the Science of Reading: A Multifaceted
Perspective on the Role of Academic Language in Text
Understanding,” Reading Research Quarterly, No. (55), 2020.

Hanada Taha, Mukhtasar al-mukhtasar fi al-nahw wal-sarf wal-balagha
wal-imla’ (hanadataha.com, 2020), accessed August 16, 2025.

Helen Abadzi, Efficient Learning for the Poor: Insights from the Frontier of
Cognitive Neuroscience (World Bank Publications, 2006).

Hollis S. Scarborough, “Connecting Early Language and Literacy to Later
Reading (Dis)Abilities: Evidence, Theory, and Practice,” In: Felicity
Fletcher-Campbell, Gavin Reid, & Janet Soler (eds.), Approaching
Difficulties in Literacy Development: Assessment, Pedagogy and
Programmes (Sage Publishing, 2009).

Husan ibn Zarriiq, “Mathtim al-‘ammiyyah al-‘arabiyyah wa-dawruha fi
ta‘lim wa-nashr al-‘arabiyyah al-fusha ‘inda ‘Abdurrahman al-Hajj
Salih,” Majallah  al-Hikma  lil-Dirasat  al-Adabiyyah — wal-
Lughawiyyah, 12(4), 2024.

Jack Goody & Ian Watt, “The Consequences of Literacy,” Comparative
Studies in Society and History, 5(3), 1963.

Jamal Dali’ al-"Arini, “Istithmar al-izdiwajiyyah al-lughawiyyah f1 ta‘lim
aswat al-‘arabiyyah lil-natiqina bi-ghayriha,” Hawliyyah Kulliyyah
al-Lughah al- "Arabiyyah bi-Jirja, 24(3), 2020.

James Cummins, “Linguistic Interdependence and the Educational
Development of Bilingual Children,” Review of Educational
Research 49, (2) ,1979.

John Clegg, “Analysing the Language Demands of Lessons Taught in a Second
Language,” Revista Espariola de Lingiiistica Aplicada, No. (1), 2007.

Keith E. Stanovich, “Matthew Effects in Reading: Some Consequences of
Individual Differences in the Acquisition of Literacy,” Journal of
Education 189, (1-2), 2009.

Khayriyyah ‘Abdullah al-Alma‘i, al-Mawagqif al-lughawiyyah tujah al-
lughah al- ‘arabiyyah: Dirasah fi takhtit al-makanah (Riyadh: Majma’
al-Malik Salman al-‘Alami lil-Lughah al-‘Arabiyyah, 2023).

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©



VORI TS A 285

Mahmud al-Batal, Rima Qanawati & Hajir al-Dayrani, “Mawaqif al-tullab
al-jami‘iyyin wa-i‘tigddatuhum hawla al-lughah al-‘arabiyyah,” In:
Tagrir halat al-lughah al- ‘arabiyyah wa-mustagbaluha (Abu Dhabi:
Ministry of Cultue and Youth, 2020).

Maya Alkateb-Chami, “Foregrounding Context in Evaluating Pedagogic
Translanguaging: Lessons from Refugee Education in Lebanon,”
International Electronic Journal of Elementary Education, (18)2, 2026.

Maya Alkateb-Chami, “Learning Poverty When Schools Do Not Teach in
Children’s Home Language: A Comparative Perspective,”
International Journal of Educational Development, No. (105), 2024.

Nompumelelo Mohohlwane, Stephen Taylor, Jacobus Cilliers & Brahm
Fleisch, “Reading Skills Transfer Best from Home Language to a
Second Language: Policy Lessons from Two Field Experiments in
South Africa,” Journal of Research on Educational Effectiveness,
17(4), 2023.

Oksana Afitska, Yaw Ankomah, John Clegg, Patrick Kiliku, Lydia Osei-
Amankwah & Casmir Rubagumya, “Dilemmas of Language Choice
in Education in Tanzania and Ghana,” In: Leon Tikly & Angeline
M. Barrett (eds.), Education Quality and Social Justice in the Global
South: Challenges for Policy, Practice and Research, (Routledge,
2013).

Paola Uccelli & Emily Phillips Galloway, “Academic Language across
Content Areas: Lessons from an Innovative Assessment and from
Students’ Reflections about Language,” Journal of Adolescent &
Adult Literacy, 60(4), 2017.

Pooja Nakamura, Adria Molotsky, Rosa Castro Zarzur, Varsha Ranjit,
Yasmina Haddad & Thomas De Hoop, “Language of Instruction in
Schools in Low- and Middle-Income Countries: A Systematic
Review,” Campbell Systematic Reviews, 19(4), 2023.

Pramod K. Sah & Jeevan Karki, “Elite Appropriation of English as a
Medium of Instruction Policy and Epistemic Inequalities in
Himalayan Schools,” Journal of Multilingual and Multicultural
Development, 44(1), 2020.

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©



286 eyl B5T Bl

Qadariyyah Hawkalkali, “al-Tajsir bayna al-‘ammiyyah wal-fusiha f1 tadris
al-lughah al-‘arabiyyah lil-natigina bi-ghayriha,” Majallah al-
Natigina bi-Ghayr al-Lughah al- ‘Arabiyyah, 1(1), 2017.

Rajesh Ramachandran, “Language Use in Education and Primary Schooling
Attainment: Evidence from a Natural Experiment in Ethiopia,”
Documents de Treball de I’IEB, Institut d’Economia de Barcelona
(Universitat de Barcelona, 2012).

Sarah Hopkyns, “English-Medium Instruction in Emirati Higher Education:
The Importance of Choice and Agency,” In: English as a Medium of
Instruction on the Arabian Peninsula (Routledge, 2023).

Stefano Brini, Hamid R. Sohrabi, Jeffrey J. Hebert, Mitchell R. L. Forrest,
Matti Laine, Heikki Haméaldinen, Mira Karrasch, Jeremiah J. Peiffer,
Ralph N. Martins & Timothy J. Fairchild, “Bilingualism Is
Associated with a Delayed Onset of Dementia but Not with a Lower
Risk of Developing It: A Systematic Review with Meta-Analyses,”
Neuropsychology Review, 30(1), 2020.

Stephen L. Walter & Carol Benson, “Language Policy and Medium of
Instruction in Formal Education,” In: Bernard Spolsky (ed.) The
Cambridge Handbook of Language Policy (Cambridge University
Press, 2012).

Stephen Taylor & Marisa von Fintel, “Estimating the Impact of Language
of Instruction in South African Primary Schools: A Fixed Effects
Approach,” Economics of Education Review, No. (50), 2016.

UNESCO Institute for Statistics. School Enrollment, Tertiary (% Gross) -
Syrian Arab Republic (World Bank Open Data, February 2024).

UNESCO, If You Don’t Understand, How Can You Learn? Policy Paper
(24), Global Education Monitoring Report (UNESCO, 2016).

Virginia P. Collier & Wayne P. Thomas. “Validating the Power of Bilingual
Schooling: Thirty-Two Years of Large-Scale, Longitudinal
Research,” Annual Review of Applied Linguistics, No. (37), 2017.

World Bank, Ending Learning Poverty: What Will It Take? (World Bank, 2019).

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©



VORI TS A 287

World Bank, Loud and Clear: Effective Language of Instruction Policies
for Learning (World Bank, 2021).

‘Abdullah al-Dannan, ‘“Nazariyyat ta‘lim al-lughah al-‘arabiyyah bil-fitrah
wal-mumarasah: Tatbigatuha wa-intisharuha,” al-Mu’tamar al-
Sanaw1 al-Sadis li-Majma“ al-Lughah al-"Arabiyyah bi-Dimashq:
Lughabh al-tifl wal-waqi‘ al-mu‘asir, November 5-7, 2007.

‘A’isha ibn al-Sayih, “al-‘Ammiyyah wa-ta’thiruha fi ta‘lim al-‘arabiyyah
al-fusha,” Majallah al-Mugqri’ lil-Dirasat al-Lughawiyyah al-
Nazariyyah wal-Tatbigiyyah, 3(2), 2020.

“North Germanic languages,” Wikipedia, accessed: August 16, 2025.

“Varieties of Chinese,” Wikipedia, accessed: August 16, 2025.

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©


https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Varieties_of_Chinese&oldid=1305403340
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Varieties_of_Chinese&oldid=1305403340




