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The Phenomenon of Polysemy across Languages:
A Cognitive Linguistic Approach

Youness Boumaaza*

Abstract

Polysemy is considered one of the fundamental features of natural
languages, as words are not assigned a single, specific meaning distinct
from all other meanings, but are rather used to express multiple different
meanings linked by a certain degree of relatedness. This study aims to
explain the patterns of polysemous relations in natural languages, as
identified by linguists across historical and contemporary traditions, and
across various human civilizations that have produced linguistic thought.
This is also evident in the Arabic linguistic tradition, particularly within
rhetorical and stylistic studies, through relations that are mainly classified
under metaphor and metonymy. The study is based on the hypothesis that
polysemy is a constrained and non-arbitrary phenomenon within conceptual
structure, and that patterns of linguistic semantic relations are grounded in
an innate biocognitive foundation referred to as “core knowledge,” which
consists of explanatory conceptual structures that impose constraints on a
substantial part of conceptual structure and on the relations that arise within
it. Within this framework, the study seeks to explain how patterns of
polysemy and semantic generation are grounded in this structure, while
highlighting its role in accounting for the systematic organization and
semantic extension of meaning.

Keywords: Polysemy, conceptual structure, core cognition, explanatory
concepts, lexical semantics

" PhD Candidate of Arabic linguistics, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Hassan II University,
Morocco, youness.boumaaza-etu@etu.univh2c.ma.
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(Joolsly Bl L Bl (JA U2 (ol el ael) opeld gt e (U das ki
61;}’ 2022 4(104) Sdwd) c.b\:;j!!

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©



<Ll e v siain § el 123

5,8 e (Constraints) 358 1) aid ohlasNl ae dai oS Lagey
1l LS ag (LS O Jlenza 5T) Wl addlly 53
B0 6T e 3 bl b il Jrel) sl op B D)) s Y ()
Wy (o) e oo AVl soaaze LW adlsll gl B Uggy
il e S O3V i OF sy ()1 @ and snng o(D)1 3 Olgd gos
1Sl LSl AV ssdaze LS & 2 4 lalys sae SaST 3 (damall
Vol a S by Gand 28 oldlad
Sllans 035 b 03502l Ozt ¥ VU adly a3l Of A1 sin Y (@)
bl S5 G LS Ul sds e Sme 35e Sl el o Ruanal) L)
A&T Labayl 5
St L) g Sa By Sl o i BUY) edn O sl e ()
s e e ely ((E3) bl el Jleazel 3 LS Zanas olds e

' See: J. Rodd, G. Gaskell & W. Marslen-Wilson, “Making Sense of Semantic Ambiguity:
Semantic Competition in Lexical Access,” Journal of Memory and Language, 46(2), 2002,
pp. 245-266.

B A 3l e ST oy (DY Al LIS Wl (3 el ST Bpaedl) 1 O Ll 3 gl
Al L] SLadl Sl g o adlll all e ol) Aaldl) p sasad) el 39y e exs WY codn LY
@ ol el AV 2l sdn O)lg ¢ BN s flas dazas SR GlaT O)lE SN dass G ol
5,23) bl Jo Jus OF (Sa 3 ¢ Jadlll drall e gb cdlalie b Olas sae SME G (Bark) e o SIS
o e Olas sae GIE & SLIST (3 LAV SIS 06y (ST 0 sl sl AL e o (32
dghizal 152 pldlly (I 2o U5 (3 U el Slipadl 0 egez S G (Twist) oo oo IV 5
Yew 5800 AN e ) iy Gl i S 3 sl oYl sy sl o 85y ccmn s b IS8 s
oy (g GG Aain Ll Sl 55 il SVl A 3 AV s s gl Bslly S ol
OB sl Szl e SLUSU Boaaild glall IS5 af S oyl 3 oMy o(Bark) A 2 Ba Y L
i g5 Ll drall SVYs G aaS OF ) el oda jeasy e g adll drall oVYs o ALY

s g el sadedl) SLSIL a2 VA o tad) OF e 3 e VYA
2 See: G. L. Murphy, “Polysemy and the Creation of Novel Word Meanings,” In: Creative

Thought: An Investigation of Conceptual Structures and Processes, T. B. Ward, S. Smith & J.
J. Vaid (Eds.) (Washington DC: American Psychological Association, 1997), pp. 235-265.

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©



124 g&ill;@’;;j‘z{éj\ saa 5l

Sl sk i sy anis i 3 s @ Jedd e (JE3) 963
u/— OF U sy i daaly Y AV Soaane 2lSU) lan ik 0338 13) 23
Dalain 1450 55100 3

A iy CodVU dly shadl 5ol hss laadl o A 3,
Oyt 1 2V o bl e sl W8y dpded) i 3 Ablael e sl
el et o 15,5 Sy el aadl sl 2 3l eds OF o
 Sdygionyy o bl mall s 3 LSy Lo L gl il

Dbt mal Bt b1 3 oty pabl 3400 jods
(356590 Aitia) Al psedl Sotilge Lisb VU ofas sy & Sedpiny dazs!
D R P VNP I ([P S IR Ty
GV (L of) ooy 938 eLaW) o 693 foly ol B3 B o e )l e ST
Zeaidy of aie BN Loy Solms

b 28 Gamall Sl 31 (Sdsiny 52 ot s o B3l
SI2 a my 8,80 sl B2 2y ol ((Structure Qualia) WIsSJ! a3 x
(Templates) [STa sf CIgb 3 ooy e s ooty Jall s Juan gl 24801
SULSY o Gne BLST 58 3 aLpd)) ailadl o Slagas Ras Of LeS&
e jop &) w3ley 3 il oy L)y aemmy A8 e e g # )
e s eb o aaSdly cane Blaly wxig

s @l ) (Qualia Roles) WIS gl A Smdigriars: 2 g
Ble alas AV sodane 2aSU 2akesd) ¥ LazaV 8 31 oty LV st

160159 5 (2025 ciball 5587 1> 100es) A1 pusd (3 81531 BB ,al1 393 118 L Dlygasd (ol o ¢ i !
2 See : Pustejovsky, The Generative Lexicon.

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©



<Ll e v siain § el 125

Yoo (1) 8dS” Jlamtor dind (Al By s ol s s o et (LIS By
Sl o o OLSII 1n J58 ()13 (3 WSTe 2 B £ 2l gl e a0Vl
(o) 2ol Jlamsa V1 Mo 3818 1) 3 g 2ib) (o2 502 Gl S
gl Bl e dalas o JI) (o3l Labins Jlomzal (pomg chazanadl o gl 4l

Aol iy 33 Ay ¥ o 53l ()13 3 LS

sl sl B L Al o el il T (13)

oF 5 dpemal) Byl ke ST e O ) S cndy 13

oo VA Badaze SLdSY 0588 @S 3 WSO iy (Context) Bl el

Gral W 3 5 @ A patladl e WIS Sl ((0S) o

el Wil 3 G Ak e Slskey ()14 @ LS wLd olesisl
()14 3 LS wlegdall nelizs

G e OSN3 o Ol O e 0 T (14)

L)l ailadl ce WIS Sligdas (0L) oo o aalS” Jud OF Sk 1S,
Wil oo Slaglany ()15 (3 WS L) Slegosl) fend Blaazal die 555 3
()15 & LS cobudh ) 3la Blaszal dze 55 I S g3

Al Ol e D) (rg) Jio oo coliall 3 Ul Jolidl s onsy
Y ol &

(o B p23d) e A

(Bt B 3)lews) B Sl L

-(er" glab s Wis g0) Ay por Lipus g0 a

Ul () beall pomall il OF 3 Sdigionss Bai g eSS
cazidgg a0 bl of o) jalad 3 el B aib )l e Ol

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©




126 ;uin;;;;;y;_n saa 5l

e Da 322 B BT ¢ apd) sl ad B b japad e gk s
() D Ms e Jog (mm) 2l ade o2 Loty gl Jo Al 5ay
NSy (ppm) Bl ahas Lo gy (30 s g U iy 204 456 aaby
L gl pad )l e — eV 25U 2a bl e Bl — mppdl iewsll gl ot
ode e W) Choy 3 BLOL (o Stme ok (US> e Ll
WS (3 et Se s sl g () dhall axly sxe BlasY) (3 aal
bl s B 2 Dol sl e a3 Adld) bl ¢ Jaas”
Alsl) gall s Lede Buay g AW
LSTs) 33 1558 s WIS oy iyl Sdgtnss Lo (Sl s sl
1:@ cas byaiy dlall
O IS (el cadgdll) sl Il & e ) e b tgygealt Aabgl -
(g3sh f gl
il @) B il o SbsSe ¢ B (o ihSH Aibgl -
(B olially el
A Sl el e fanty &) asidogy ¢ 2 e B (T HAJW) byl -
@l Cubl g Al aabdly (e Jas AL die ) ep s
ki) jan jew¥
REIC) RUCREE NI Y (RIS S ISR FP
(B! i) ¢ ol g 51 (gl
el Al gl LY Gle 3 dols G aHall sda Sy
onman Ayl (31 o0 el Bgl) g 0l 3] 3 (JULYI (o) 3 fuadly
o dab oo eS8 AV auaze LS Jlanial r*’“ e OF 23

(2013 Gasall dadt CUST1 s 1g ) .J}L\ ekl bl 3 IS JWdl (Jpny Al ;b !

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©



<Ll e v siain § el 127

Jloszal & Jibl nlgs e dad) jfbdl 5 etk Y E ey S LU G
@u‘swgwﬁuplewbbg@iw&cbby@m\

BN ahadl agl el Ligh

oYl gl shadl s e
2o 355 G VU ly shadl Slsle LUT jhae i agr i b o
Slaps 09> o blally olalll
& ) Sl ygaad) 2581 g€ 1
ot Ak 8 im Rl Bl a0 s O Laslie 3 e ol Vs ks
(3lsd) @ ,all) sl O Lad 3)dill 318310 (Lexical Concepts) dvesmakl < uadl
Al Slegogn v L) Lol agdgn ks 4320 UL 3l Ly (Core Cognition)
G s Lty casliogls

Dlegosll jaflas wlial o Ued) i pedd] oladl ods faitiy
sy (opliieg Jlasly Slisly @V ) plogVls ((lesiany b gyl o0)
el Uy Lo 2o L 8352al) 2,005 233l M LT &

3 W oo Wl L e 8ol el e 2l it s LS
o bl b famin Slegat (Kar W bt Ll e il Glar i
A ga) 3 ol Al i o slpts las Lok Y Y b plog¥ly clesll
o LSl oo n 55T atlias 095 o B palas L) dind ol e
e alsdy pattadi ods (B b« plas¥l sl ol pogy Ol e 125
Lml UMl sl Lty oS i Lo S0 s s U
skiy Bl LUE GULS 3 et S Y sl (3 S8 o g el

16550 (8 L Slyguas ol 1 il |

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©



128 ;uin;;;;;y;_n saa 5l

by S o ol sda (B Lilyy o b (LBliel ooy Lan el
odn Jon (3 ol Bl llgdl wa 2l wony Olglall 1) Lgrr U a1 S5
U sl 2ot 5ns 251> 2ale ailad)

iege Al LUT (3 dpedd) (Rfadl S o) olfadl oda Jass,
Glslly et Slfadl i e Bhe Sleans ot Wy (W gl fonnd
LUy ((Modes Of Construal) swid! blls ((Explanatory Stances) & sl
Aty s (Lf o) Fas Aul)ly Lin L;‘lgé_j «(Modes of Explanation) s
e g g AN sl sdad sy ((Design Stance) wesadl CiSgs oo
o) (iBge 2
— G Gt ahog — e Uidge o S35 g gl Al e 3T e
Ll LS et Loaazud s Jaally 31531 &0ke
Hghors 315N B o Sldens (1)
cwdl &) aabll ! — (Instrument) 45 M sV el 5591 Gvle 34
Apmekl) OB e gy agall 2 @ VA Al S T e — Ll

Y Al (3 s ang

il Logi OF Olaad) el Lo ol e ol e ez T (16)

@Y e VA (L)) aveis oall) Jlomzael SSG] Bl pda e (R

3 LS oA ol Jual ol sV sl 4 Jomznd ) Jadl Loy ()16 3 LS

il AT Ldoy st oy el & Bduadl B3 ods LBy (©)16

oo Alonzedl g1 e sl BUIT e B3l JLeet) e 2l BLll w o
gVl alead) & Ual el maany (8 o s a6 IS S 0

U'S. A. Gelman, The Essential Child: Origins of Essentialism in Everyday Thought
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003).

ICESCO 2026 oSuutun] ©




<Ll e v siain § el 129

(Gl a0) Y )l DL -
(Bl ) Sl 3o -
(AU oy a,0) E0 Dlbdy o6 -
Jrdll adg L e cgndd IV sl 3 ol L ala) o B 1S
W ol Bz T Y e D (J£35) eV o casdl e I (25)
L ol s 25 & o) o S5 58 )« Jaadl 4 5
28 Wy Blally Gl Jin o clososll AU Has wllaall ol s
Ul ailadl i e AV Lpailas Y dgas W1 ol L bl o il
Vil Jaritd i ologohd ode o U Sl ags Lo fad) s i ol
Jedll g Je 2l Gl ey — sl s gl 05T 4 AT By csleel o
s Comg Dol 8332 — 4 alexd) 55N Lo JIW) Y e addl s JI)
Loidebas 0T W ade tloy c(peead) Uidse) Ul 2y gl JW Fad
Sy las 11 500500 IV YR on GGl ey Sl o et Vi :,:ff
Spoamad) sk 3 b1 a1 s ()
Causal-Explanatory ) & dpeed & Je (Artifacts) ©lesnadl) Wl5as psi
Lodl s e gty ((ppomad) CiBgs) ég/»f}!\ <2 gl Lgpanny (Structure
2SR Cal) el Uil i)
& degall Slesosdl ot 4l ddl e ool M (5585 CpechST 5049
i S el s3swil) aab) Ay cias iy Gmd Vas Osataall Lzt
S @ oVl 04 LS sl g sall §aosall sallall dmbald) jatlad

1 clSOY Al (3 olaall ada e s eilsd Sae it !
E. Clark & H. H. Clark, “When Nouns Surface as Verbs,” Language, 55(1), 1979, pp. 767-811.
2 See: D. Dennett, The Intentional Stance (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1987).
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' See: D. Kelemen & S. Carey, “The Essence of Artifacts: Developing the Design Stance,”
In: Creations of the Mind: Theories of Artifacts and Their Representation, E. Margolis & S.
Laurence (Eds.) (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007), p.214.

2 See: P. Bloom, How Children Learn the Meanings of Words (Cambridge, MA: MIT
Press, 2000), p.163.
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H. C. Barrett et al., “Artifacts and Original Intent: A Cross-Cultural Perspective on the

Design Stance,” Journal of Cognition and Culture, No. (8), 2008, pp. 1-22.

4See: L.J. Rips, “Similarity, Typicality and Categorization,” In: Similarity and Analogical

Reasoning, S. Vosniadou & A. Ortony (Eds.) (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1989), pp21-59.
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Cognition and Development, No. (3), 2002, pp. 279-300.

2 See: A. Schachner et al., “Is the Bias for Function-Based Explanations Culturally
Universal? Children from China Endorse Teleological Explanations of Natural
Phenomena,” Journal of Experimental Child Psychology, No. (157), 2017, pp. 29-48.
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