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A Communicative Approach to the Study and Teaching of Semantic
Morphology to the Heritage Learners of Arabic Language

Mohamed Mohamed Yunis Ali*

Abstract

This paper proposes an approach for teaching Arabic morphology
specifically designed for heritage language learners, those who have a
family or cultural connection to Arabic but have not received formal Arabic
instruction. Recognizing the difficulties these learners face in achieving
linguistic fluency, the approach provides a comprehensive framework for
constructing Arabic words using semantic and communicative analysis. By
delving into the internal structure and mechanisms of word formation,
including affixation, derivational formulation, and cliticization, this
approach empowers learners to unravel the intricate connection between
form and meaning. Placing emphasis on contextual language usage, it
deepens their understanding of Arabic morphology by examining how
morphological elements shape word meanings and functions. Ultimately, by
fostering a conscious grasp of morphological rules and principles, this
method enables heritage language learners to generate a wider spectrum of
simple and compound words, fortifying their comprehension of semantic
morphology, facilitating  language acquisition, and enhancing
communication skills. This, in turn, nurtures their linguistic development
and confidence. The paper culminates by proposing practical classroom
implementations, advocating for customized instructional materials that
cater to the unique needs of heritage learners. By embracing this approach,
we strive to nurture the linguistic growth of these students, contributing to
the preservation and revitalization of Arabic language and culture.

Keywords:  heritage language learners, communicative approach,
affixation, derivational formulation, cliticization

* Professor of Linguistics, Programme of Linguistics and Arabic Lexicography, Doha
Institute for Graduate Studies, Qatar, mohamed.ali@dohainstitute.edu.qa.
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' Roger Campbell & Judith Rosenthal, “Heritage Languages,” In: Judith Rosenthal (Ed.),
Handbook of Undergraduate Second Language Education (Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence
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Nonconcatenative Plural Formation in L1, L2, and Heritage Speakers of Arabic,” The
Modern Language Journal 98, No. (3), (2014), pp.854-871.
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Studies in Second Language Acquisition 12, (1990), pp.135-153; Cormac McCarthy,
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! Ram Frost, “Towards a universal model of reading”, Behavioral and Brain Sciences,
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Kearns, “Probing Lexical Representations: Simultaneous Modeling of Word and Reader
Contributions to Multidimensional Lexical Representations,” Journal of Educational
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