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The Linguistic Shift of the Learner between Standard Arabic and
Moroccan Arabic: Approaches to its Pedagogical Implementation in
the Moroccan Context

Youssef Ismaili*

Abstract

This study addresses a central issue: the interplay between the colloquial
dialect and Standard Arabic, and explores ways to leverage the former to
enhance learners’ acquisition of the latter. This interplay is conceptualized
as a linguistic shift, signifying the transition from the colloquial dialect
commonly used in the learner’s everyday social life to Standard Arabic,
which is primarily employed in formal educational settings. Adopting an
descriptive analytical approach, the study examines three interrelated
concerns: (1) enhancing the learner’s communicative competence in
Standard Arabic, (2) addressing diglossia by utilizing the resources of the
colloquial dialect acquired through social interaction, and (3) improving
reading proficiency by drawing on the learner’s existing linguistic and
communicative repertoire within their native dialectal system. One of the
study’s key findings is the need to move beyond the notion of a conflict
between Standard Arabic and the colloquial dialect. This shift in perspective
would enable educational policymakers to reassess the pathways for
teaching normative Arabic to children, and would encourage linguists and
curriculum developers to propose a scientifically grounded framework for
constructing a linguistic, pedagogical, and affective bridge comprising
shared vocabulary, structures, and communicative functions between the
two varieties. This bridge would be built upon an informed understanding of
local linguistic features within the Moroccan context.

Keywords: Linguistic shift, standard Arabic, Moroccan dialect, educational
linguistics

* Assistant Professor of Applied Linguistics, Expert at the Centre of Arabic for Non-Arabic
Speakers, Islamic World Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ICESCO),
Morocco, youssef.ismaili@icesco.org.
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!'See: Charles A. Ferguson, “Diglossia,” World, 15(2), 1959, pp. 325-340.

2 See: Stephen D. Krashen, Principles and Practice in Second Language Acquisition
(Pergamon Press Inc., 1982), pp. 141-142.

3 See: Ferguson, Diglossia, pp. 325-340.

4 See: Kees Versteegh, “Diglossia,” in: Karin C. Ryding (Ed.), The Arabic Language,
(Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2014), pp. 241-258.
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! See: Jim Cummins, “Linguistic Interdependence and the Educational Development of
Bilingual Children,” Review of Educational Research, 49(2), 1979, pp. 222-251;
“Bilingualism and Minority-Language Children,” Language and Literacy Series, 1981.

2 See: Jim Cummins, Language, Power, and Pedagogy: Bilingual Children in the Crossfire
(Clevedon: Multilingual Matters, 2000).

3 See: Ofelia Garcia & Li Wei, Translanguaging: Language, Bilingualism and Education
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2014), pp. 47, 97.
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