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The Arabic Language Influence on Legal Rulings: A Semantic-
Analytical Study with Application to Selected Libyan Judicial Rulings

Ibtisam Amer*, Muhammad Saleh**

Abstract

This study seeks to highlight the intersection between legal and linguistic
knowledge. It aims to clarify the status of the Arabic language and its
impact on the formulation of legal discourse, to demonstrate the close
relationship between the two, and to categorize legal language in terms of
its subject matter, identifying its characteristics and examining whether
legal language draws its vocabulary from the general linguistic lexicon
corpus or requires a command of Arabic grammar for those dealing with
legal texts. The study presents applied models from Libyan judicial rulings
that have been linguistically analyzed to demonstrate how the judicial ruling
can vary depending on the language used. These examples confirm that the
judicial ruling can change based on the lexical, morphological, and syntactic
structures employed. These linguistic elements are central to understanding
the written or spoken text upon which the ruling is based. Therefore, the
study recommends that Arabic language be taught at all levels of legal
education in law faculties, and that linguistic instruction be more
comprehensive and in-depth at the graduate level. It further suggests that
courtroom discourse and legal drafting be co-taught by Arabic language
professors alongside procedural law instructors, given that sound legal
practice requires a clear language that avoids ambiguity, multiple
interpretations, and obscurity.

Keywords: Arabic language, legal rulings, interdisciplinary studies, legal
drafting, Libyan law

* Professor of Linguistic Studies, Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Arts, Omar
Al-Mukhtar University, Libya, ibtesam.amer@omu.edu.ly.
** Attorney at the Supreme Court and Libyan Courts, Libya, jood77116@gmail.com.
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