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A Reading in Pragmatic Theories and Discourse Rules

Ouarda El—Bourtiaa*

Abstract

Pragmatics is concerned with studying and explaining linguistic
communication. It includes overlapping levels such as linguistic structure,
rules of discourse, and the cognitive processes that control linguistic
production and comprehension. Pragmatics is regarded as a key link
between several fields of knowledge, including analytical philosophy (as
represented by ordinary language philosophy), cognitive psychology (as
reflected in the relevance theory), and communication sciences, (as seen in
the theory of linguistics). Despite their different theoretical backgrounds,
scholars agree that pragmatics can be defined as the “science of language
use”. This research aims to explore the pragmatic conceptualization of
communicative language use, focusing on two main pragmatic approaches:
intentional pragmatics, established at the University of Oxford by John
Austin and Peter Strawson, and cognitive pragmatics, developed by the
French scholar Dan Sperber and the British scholar Deirdre Wilson.

Keywords: pragmatics, intentional pragmatics, cognitive pragmatics,
relevance theory, speech act theory, discourse rules

* Associate Professor, Faculty of Arabic Language, Head, Cadi Ayyad Center of
Humanities and Legal Studies, Cadi Ayyad University, warda.wissal2015@gmail.com.
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