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The Status of Manuscripts in the Documentation of Arabic-Islamic
Knowledge: A Descriptive-Historical Review

Saud al-Saaq*

Abstract

This study aims to elucidate the role that manuscripts have played in the
preservation of the scientific and cultural heritage and its transmission across
generations. The study employs a descriptive-historical methodology to clarify
the concept of Arabic knowledge as manifested in manuscripts, to analyze its
most prominent epistemic domains, and to examine the internal documentation
mechanisms that distinguish the Arabic manuscript such as audition records
(Quyird al-Sama”), transmission licenses ([jazat), ownership inscriptions
(Tamallukat), endowment notations (Wagfiyyat), collation records (Mugabalat),
and textual corrections (7ashihat). The study further addresses the standing of
the discipline of manuscript editing (Tahqiq al-Makhtitat) in activating the
documentary function of the manuscript and reviving its epistemic content,
and discusses the contemporary challenges associated with the preservation,
digitization, cataloguing, and accessibility of manuscripts. Among the most
significant findings are: that manuscripts constituted the principal repository
for the preservation of Arabic-Islamic knowledge across its various domains;
that they functioned not merely as textual carriers but as integrated epistemic
documents encompassing a refined system of documentary instruments that
contributed to enhancing the reliability of texts and regulating the trajectories
of their transmission; that the discipline of manuscript editing represents a
contemporary extension of the manuscript's documentary function,
contributing to the reconstruction of texts and their availability for scholarly
research on sound methodological foundations; and that the safeguarding of
the manuscript heritage requires comprehensive institutional efforts
combining physical preservation, digitization, scholarly documentation, and
epistemic accessibility, so as to ensure the sustainability of this civilizational
legacy and its continued benefit to future generations.

Keywords: Arabic manuscript, knowledge documentation, Arabic-Islamic
heritage, manuscript editing

* Researcher in Islamic Jurisprudence, its Principles, and Manuscript Studies, Qatar
University, State of Qatar, saudalsaaq93@hotmail.com.
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